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This issue of The Ascension 

Connection was prepared by 
Julie Gensmer, Larry Miller 
and LaVerne Voss. 

Status 

 
 They are  

Ascension Lutheran Church is a congregation of Christians whose mission is to: 
ñEncourage our Family to Grow in Faith and Lead Others to Christò 

(We are a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.) 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday Worship  
9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Sunday School and Bible Classes  
10:15 a.m.  

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
 

N. Martin Mielke,  Pastor 
Stephanie Brands, secretary  

 

Phone (941) 371 -2978 
 

church@ascensionwels.org  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
Kindergarten  

through 8th Grade 
 

Daniel Brands, Principal 
Brooke Carbon, Teacher 
Sandra OôLaire, Teacher 

Sue Zabel, Teacher 
 

Debbie Witte, Secretary 

 
Phone (941) 371 -5909 

 
Church Office Volunteers  

Karen Bufe 
 Reta Moehling 
Bernice Zarder 

 

 

PRESCHOOL 
 

Sherri Medico, Director 
Tina Lange, Teacher 
Raji Madidi, Teacher 

Laura Thorin, Teacher 
Susan Bare, Teacher 

 
Denise Mielke, Secretary 
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PASTORõS MESSAGE April 2010 

 But God saw our desperate need and loves us so 
much that he canceled our debt of sin.  He did that by 
having his Son, Jesus, pay it completely for everyone.  
The price he paid was his death.  As the sinless Son of 
God, he was able to take all of our sins on himself and 
suffer their punishment for us.  By his death, he can-
celed the debt of our sin.  Three days after he died, he 
rose from the dead to prove that his sacrifice counted 
for all of us.  
 LǘΩǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  What a great time 
of the year to be reminded that Jesus has canceled our 

debt of sin and given us new life with him! 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship w/ Holy Com-
munion:  4/1ς 7:00 PM 
Good Friday Worship:  4/2ς 7:00 PM 
Easter Son-Rise Outdoor Worship:  4/4ς 
7:30AM  (Members please bring lawn chairs) 
Fellowship Breakfast:  4/4ς 8:15AM 
άwƻŀŘ ǘƻ 9ƳƳŀǳǎέ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ±ƛŘŜƻΥ  пκпς 9 AM 
Easter Festival Worship:  4/4ς 10:00 AM 

 

OTHER NEWS AND NOTESΧ 
 We are looking into the possibility of purchasing a 
video projector and screen to use for such things as the 
WELS Connection, PowerPoint presentations for ser-
mons and congregational announcements, and for Bible 
classes and other presentations.  If you would like to 
help with this project or contribute to help defray the 
costs, please contact the church office. 
 Please remember to get signed up for one of the 
upcoming photography sessions Friday, April 16, or Sat-
urday April 17, so we can get 100% participation in our 
new pictorial church directory! 
 OTHER DATESΧ  {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ уth we will have one 
final Parish Assistance Seminar on implementing our 
long-range mission/ministry plan.  Elected leaders 
should plan to be there for the day, beginning at 
8:30am, and everyone else should plan to arrive around 
1pm.  We pray that you will help be a part of the team 
and help us move ahead in our ministry. 
 

Jesus be your joy, Pastor Mielke 

April Greetings to you in our Savior Jesus Christ! 

  WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ǿƻ ƳŜƴ ƻǿŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 
moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and 
the other fifty.  Neither of them had the money to pay 
him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ƳƻǊŜΚέ ό[ǳƪŜ тΥпм-42) 

 

 One day Jesus was invited to dinner at the home of a 
religious leader named Simon.  He was a 
member of the group called Pharisees that 
believed their good works made them worthy 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΤ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
needed to be saved from their sins.  There 
was an unexpected guest at the gathering ς a 
sinful woman, a prostitute.  She had come to 
honor Jesus by pouring expensive perfume 
and even her own tears on his feet.  Simon 
was upset that Jesus was welcoming the praise of this 
sinful woman.  He thought that if Jesus really knew who 
she was, he would not even let her touch him.  The truth 
is that Jesus knew that she had lived a sinful life.  He also 
knew that her joyful tears were born of his forgiving love 
for her. 
 So Jesus told a story to teach Simon and us a lesson 
about forgiveness.  There were two men who were in 
debt.  One of them owed a money lender about three 
ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǿŀƎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ 
lender about 50 days of wages.  Neither was able to re-
pay, so the money lender graciously canceled both 
ŘŜōǘǎΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ǇƻǎŜŘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ άbƻǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ƳƻǊŜΚέ  {ƛƳƻƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
one who had the larger debt canceled would have loved 
the money lender more. 
 WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ 
all have a huge debt that we cannot pay.  We cannot 
make up for all the sinful things we do, not by doing 
ƳƻǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
cancel the debt of sin by anything we think, do, or say.  
¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

CANCELED  D EBTS ... 
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Your prayers are much appreciated! 
 

Holy Week and Easter Celebrationsé Ask the Lord to 

fix our hearts on Jesusðon his perfect life and innocent 

deathðthrough the coming weeks and through the Easter 

Season.  Ask his hand of grace and blessing that our ser-

vices may clearly convey Law and Gospel, that hearts 

may be built up in the miracle of his resurrection from the 

dead, and that many may come to know Jesusô victory. 
 

Franz Meeré Pray for Godôs grace and power to shelter 

and preserve Franz through his heart valve procedure 

March 31.  Ask the Lord to guide the hands of all those 

entrusted with his care, give success to the medicines and 

grant a full recovery according to Godôs divine plan. 

 

Pam Beitliché  thank God for preserving Pam through 

her recent spinal surgery.  Ask God to grant success to the 

procedure, and a quick and full recovery according to his 

grace. 
 

Kati Lin Brohné Kati is the grand-daughter of our 

members Karen and Otto Bufe.  Thank God for bringing 

little Kati Lin safely through ear surgery.  Pray God 

blesses the procedure to help her hear better.  Pray also 

that God would be with this family and give them peace 

through it all, and the ability to manage the unique chal-

lenges that come with hearing loss. 
 

Mark Homriché  will be having a second hearing to see 

if he qualifies for certain VA Benefits.  Pray for a favor-

able outcome. 
 

June Brownôs Motheré  thank the Lord for her deter-

mination and positive spirit through difficult days.  Ask 

that he continues to bless her with improved health and 

strength for each new day.  Pray that God fills her with 

that peace that only he and his love can give. 
 

Walking with Jesusé  please pray for our upcoming 

stewardship emphasis with every-member visits.  Pray the 

Lord provides us with Christians willing to serve in this 

important ministry, and that he opens the hearts and 

minds of our Ascension members to receive these visitors 

with grace and kindness, for the building up of his king-

dom and for the advancement of the gospel.   

NOTE:  All of these fellow Christians 
appreciate your prayers, as well as 
cards,  phone calls, gifts, and visits.  

Thanks & God bless you!  

A P R I L  

4/1  -  Pat Fagan  

4/3  -  Bernice Littleton  

   -  Tim Mapp  

4/7  -  Walt Witman  

4/9  -  Anthony Zabel  

4/10  -  Aimee McKay  

4/13  -  Claudia Gutknecht  

     -  Nicholas Ellis  

4/14  -  Linda Eskell  

4/16  -  Bev Herman  

4/17  -  Stanley Bozinta  

4/18  -  Jessica Leonard  

     -  Barbara Higginbotham  

4/20  -  Denise Mielke  

4/22  -  Kevin McDowell  

4/24  -  Eddie Littleton  

       -  Faye Luft  

4/26  -  Brady Beitlich  

     -  Kenneth Leber  

4/27  -  Kandi Ross  

4/29  -  Jim Lacock  

4/30  -  Julie Bartley  

  

4/1  -  Craig and Brooke Carbon  

4/7  -  Kenneth Leber and Kevan Main  

4/22 -  Larry and Carol Miller  

 

A P R I L  
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Thursday, April 29  Ascension Preschool Presents:  

òNoahõs Arkó 

 Ascension kindergarten ð 2nd grade Presents:  

 

òLost in the Desert, Home in Jerichoó 

 

Friday, April 30  Ascension K - 2 Presents:  

 

òLost in the Desert, Home in Jerichoó 
 

Ascension 3rd thru 8th grade Presents:  

 

òRescue in the Nightó 

 

Join us for a night of 

fun as the children 

share plays and musi-

cals based on Bible  

stories!  

          
 

             Say Cheese! 
 

Get yourself and/or your family ready 

for our church directory picture day! 

 

Dates and Times: 
Friday, April 16th between 2pm and 8pm 

Saturday, April 17th from 10amð 5pm 

 

There is no cost to you and you will receive 

a free 8 x 10 photo with a no obligation op-

tion to buy any photos you like! 

Walking with 

Jesusé 
 

ñHow our hearts 

burned within uséò  
Imagine the joy that 

day, when their eyes 

were opened and they realized Jesus was alive, and 

that He had just walked with them and broke bread 

with them.  What an impact that must have had on 

those disciples.   

 

What does it mean to live a life walking with Je-

sus?  Weôll explore that very question through this 

emphasis.  Every member visits beginning Sunday, 

April 11th.  Thanks for your willing support and 

participation! 
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From  the  Principal   

SALSA TRACK MEET:  You may look at the title of the article and ask, ñWhat is SALSA?ò Well, the group of WELS 

schools in the South Atlantic District has begun to call themselves SALSA (South Atlantic Lutheran Schools Association) when 

they have a function together. We meet throughout the year for a number of events. We mix all the children up and form new 

teams for a Kickball Day. We have a Fine Arts Fair where the students are able to compete in forensics, piano, math, spelling, 

art, and a team quiz bowl. We compete in a basketball tournament together. The most recent event that was held was a SALSA 

Track Meet in Bradenton. It took place on Saturday, March 6. The 3rd-8th graders were able to compete. Following is a list of 

the results for our children. In the individual competitions, the children compete against others in their own grade. Congratula-

tions go to all the participants for the hard work they put in. One other noteworthy item is that each of the competitors came 

home with at least one ribbon, which were given for 1st-4th place. 

 

 

Shuttle Run    Long Jump   200 Meter     

Holly Batchelder 4th  Doug Zabel 3rd Jayden Mielke 1st   

Caleb Carbon 4th  Jayden Mielke 2nd Doug Zabel 4th   

Devon Carroll 1st  Jarrett Mielke 4th       

Adrian Brands 1st  Holly Batchelder 3rd 400 Meter     

Sierra Mielke 1st  Adrian Taylor 3rd Keturah Carbon 1st   

Todd Batchelder 4th  Keturah Carbon 2nd Adrian Brands 1st   

     Adrian Brands 1st Sierra Mielke 1st   

50 Meter    David Witte 1st Todd Batchelder 4th   

Jarrett Mielke 3rd  Sierra Mielke 2nd Danae Witte 1st   

Holly Batchelder 2nd  Tiffany White 3rd Joshua Brands 2nd   

Adrian Taylor 3rd  Aaron Reger 3rd       

Devon Carroll 1st      800 Meter     

David Witte 2nd  Standing Long Jump David Witte 1st   

     Daria Witte 3rd Adrian Brands 1st   

75 Meter    Adrian Taylor 1st Danae Witte 1st   

Doug Zabel 1st  Devon Carroll 1st Joshua Brands 2nd   

Jarrett Mielke 2nd  Keturah Carbon 1st       

Holly Batchelder 3rd  Sierra Mielke 1st 1600 Meter     

Devon Carroll 1st  Todd Batchelder 2nd Danae Witte 1st   

Keturah Carbon 4th  Daniel Zabel 1st Joshua Brands 1st   

Tiffany White 1st            

John Wise 1st  Triple Jump    4 x 100 Meter Relay     

     Danae Witte 1st Doug Zabel, Jayden Mielke, 1st 

100 Meter    Aaron Reger 2nd Devon Carroll, Holly Batchelder   

Doug Zabel 2nd          

Daria Witte 3rd  Shot Put   David Witte, Adrian Brands, 1st 

Jayden Mielke 1st  Tiffany White 1st Daniel Zabel, Sierra Mielke   

Jarrett Mielke 4th  John Wise 2nd     

David Witte 1st  Taylor Taulbee 1st Joshua Brands, John Wise, 1st 

Daniel Zabel 3rd      Taylor Taulbee, Danae Witte   

William Gensmer 4th  Softball Throw          

Taylor Taulbee 3rd  Jayden Mielke 2nd       

Brandon Larsen 4th  Caleb Carbon 3rd       

     Austin Ross 3rd       

     Tiffany White 2nd       

     Joshua Brands 1st       
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F I N A N C I A L  H I G H T L I G H T S   

F O R  F E B R U A R Y  

 

 

 

  
 
Receipts   

  

Church    $ 27,467.75     $228,837.46  $263,200.00  
Other 1.62             2,085.86        2,500.00  
School      21,828.63      136,516.77    341,400.00  
Total    $ 49,298.00    $367,440.09 $630,000.00  
    

Expenses     

Administration $ 1,879.68  $ 10,793.53    $ 15,400.00  
Religious Edu. - 606.73 1,600.00  
Evangelism -   954.66  1,100.00  
Fellowship -  268.03  1,000.00  
SOS -   210.00    600.00  
Stewardship -  494.47       27,200.00  
Elders 44.06  1,277.63  1,600.00  
Payroll/Benefits 35,859.82   292,203.08      457,200.00  
Elementary Sch. 776.61  13,583.75  29,800.00  
Preschool 55.31 4,285.91    7,800.00  
Property     8,884.09      52,472.55  86,700.00 
 
  
Total $ 47,499.57     $ 377,150.34   $ 630,000.00  

Surplus/     $     1,798.43     $   (9,710.25)            $ -  

(Deficit)  

CURRENT 

MONTH 

FISCAL  

Y-T-D 

TOTAL 

BUDGET 

Camp South is a  

WELS Bible Camp where kids  

ñShare Our Unity Through Him.ò   

At Camp South, children  

enjoy Godôs beautiful creation,  

develop Christian friends and  

grow in their relationship  

with God.   

 

Camp South is for  

kids entering grades 4-8.   

 

Camp South will be held  

June 21-25, 2009.  

 

All registrations  

due by April 30.   

 

Camp South is held at the  

Unicoi Lodge, Helen, Georgia.   

 

For more information:  
 

brentbitter@victorylutheran.org 
 

#904-642-8900 
 

Registration forms are  

in the breezeway.   

 Maundy Thursday             Good Friday 
 April 1, 7:00 p.m.     April 2, 7:00 p.m.  
 

Easter Day, April 4  
 Easter Sonrise Service Outdoorñ 7:30 a.m. 
 
 Easter Breakfast  Fellowship Hallñ 8:15 a.m. 
  
 Road to Emmaus  Fellowship Hallñ 9:00 a.m.  
 
 Easter Festival   Sanctuaryñ 10:00  a.m. 
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          APRIL HAPPENINGS  

April 16: Family Game/Movie Night  

April 25:  Lunch & Bowling 

May 14,15:  Overnight Canoe Trip / Fossil Dig with Dr. Gary and Mrs. Mary Parker of the 

Creation Museumðwest of Arcadia off of SR 70.  Cost: approx. $25 per person. 
PLEASE LET US KNOW ASAP IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND THE FOSSIL DIG!!! 

Friday, April 16th  

at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 Hope you are planning to 

come to Family Game Night!  

We are going to have a potluck 

dinner before the games.  

Please see the bulletin board 

to sign up for a dish to share!   

 

Dinner at 6pm,                           

games to follow. 

An organized game is 

planned, but feel free to bring 

your families favorite game to 

share. 

Ascension Lutheran Church Youth Group  

is collecting items during the month  

       of May to donate to our  

                  Troops in Iraq. 

       Please bring your donations!  
 

     April 1 - May 16 

 

       Please bring your items to the do 

       nation boxes in the Church Nar-

thex.  We can also accept checks to help with shipping 

the items: (make checks payable to Ascension Lutheran 

Church Youth Group)  

 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUESTED BY OUR TROOPS:  

FOOD and SNACKS: 
·  Beef Jerky / Slim Jims 

·  COFFEE (Ground or whole; instant or drip), Hot Chocolate packets, 

Herbal teas  

·  Instant Drink Mixes (Gatorade, Kool-Aid, Crystal Light) 

·  Pumpkin Seeds / Sunflower Seeds (salted)  

·  Tuna in foil pouches (no cans)  

TOILETRIES:  
·  Baby wipes (travel size)  

·  Liquid Hand Sanitizer (travel size)  

ENTERTAINMENT and SPORTS:  

Ŀ  Batteries: ñAAò "AAA" and ñCò are the most requested  

·  DVD Movies (new or used - recent releases only, please!)  

·  Xbox Games (new or used)  

·  PS2 Games (new or used)  

OTHER:  

Linens: Pillow cases, twin sheets, towels (green & tan) 

Small Flashlights (battery operated) 

Air Fresheners  

Socks: Black, Olive Green & White (cotton and/or wool) 

CARDS & LETTERS: The troops love to hear from all of us and Mail 

brightens their days!  These are the MOST IMPORTANT  items we can 

send the troops & we can never have too many, so please consider writing a 

letter!  

ASCENSION TEEN GROUP  
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W o r l d  W i d e  W o rk  W i t h i n  W E LS  
Campus Ministry, Minneapolis, MN  

Fast Facts 

Began in the 1960s with a series of part-time volunteer cam-

pus pastors Full-time pastor in early 1990s; current pastor 

accepted call in 2001 
 

True North Ministry for college students 

True North is about finding your way in a lost world. Letô s 

face it, this world has its share of problems and pain. Life 

seems at times to be one heartache after another, finally end-

ing in the graveyard. Jesus came to fix that. He said, óI have 

come that they may have life, and have it to the full.ô If you 

want to know the wonderful plans God has for your life and 

future, join us at True North!  
 

If you have ever been hiking in the North Woods you know 

how valuable a compass is. At True North WELS Campus 

Ministry we believe that God has given us direction in His 

Word. This is why we conduct regular Bible studies. In the 

Bible we meet historical people who were just like us. You 

have problems? So did they! I bet you never had your wife 

cheat on you and your boss have you killed! (A guy named 

Uriah did.) One thing we share with all these people is Godôs 

love. The Bible is Godôs wisdom, where he reveals his 

thoughts, his plans, and his feelings for us. Itôs the best class 

youôll ever take. (About a third of the students who attend 

worship with us on Sunday are at one of the Bible study 

classes we offer regularly.) 
 

We also get together with each other to have fun. On this jour-

ney called life, God never meant that we should go alone. Not 

only is he with us, but he gives us friends to share in the joys 

and sorrows of life. So we go to ball games and on ski trips, 

we sit down together for meals and venture into the woods 

together. Stop by and walk with us for a mile or two.  
 

True North is. . .  

ñA place where I can be myself -- an inspiring, soul strength-

ening, heartache relieving, comforting, encouraging kind of 

place.ò Melinda 

ñThe only place where I can find the Truth that breaks through 

all the questions, doubts, and complications that permeate a 

campus life.ò Jason 

Choices; A Womenôs Ministry  

In an effort to help women along this journey, Choices was cre-

ated just this year as a way for women to get together with other 

women for friendship, fun, learning, and support. The Womenôs 

Bible study is a large part of this group since our strength comes 

from the Lord. WAFD (We Ask For Directions) is a chance for 

women to search the scriptures together and study things that 

are on their hearts. Besides getting together for ñgirls onlyò 

events and reaching out with the gospel to women on campus, 

Choices is also a Counseling Center. We have pregnancy coun-

selors trained through Christian Life Ministries, but also men 

and women trained to help with the other problems life can 

throw at you. They are ready to listen to what you have to say 

and help you make informed decisions about your future. 

 

True Northôs Future Plans 

So where do we go from here? Taking direction from our stu-

dent leadership and from the Lord himself, we now set out to 

reach the thousands of souls on the U of MN campus and at all 

the other campuses in the Twin Cities with the gospel. Our Out-

reach Committee is continually trying to think of new ways to 

invite WELS students to church, but their main concern is the 

people who donôt know the love of a Savior; he is our truest 

direction in this life. So our mission is to share Jesus in one of 

the most Anti-Christian environments on earth, to share Jesus in 

a loving way to the homosexual community on campus, and to 

reach out with Jesus to the international community whenever 

God opens a door. 

 

True North is . . .  

ñGood friends that you know youôll be able to talk to because 

they have the same beliefs and values as you do on most of the 

real important life issues.ò Nikki 
 

ñCollege student oriented services, Bible studies, and meetings. 

I love that itôs an opportunity not just for me, but aimed AT me 

to get involved in Godôs Word.ò Naomi 
      

Submitted by Mark Becker  

ASCENSION LUTHERAN SCHOOL LOGO-WEAR! 
Hereôs a great way to promote our school, and look 
good doing it!  Ascension Lutheran 

logo-wear is available in a  
variety of styles!   

 

 Direct any questions or orders to 
Stephanie Brands in the church office.  
If we have enough interest, we could 

place another order this spring!      

Many folks want 
to serve God...  

but only as  
advisors.   


