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UPWARD  IN  CHRIST .   OUTWARD  IN  LOVE .  August 2010 

  

Blessed is the man who DELIGHTS in the 

law of the Lord, the Bible says.  The Christian 

church is built upon the solid foundation of God‟s 

Word.  Each Christian‟s faith is like a tree that has 

been planted by the Holy Spirit.  Just as a tree 

needs regular doses of water and sunlight for it to 

grow and bear fruit, so our Christian faith must be 

regularly “watered” by the holy Word of God so it 

can bear the blessed fruit of good works in thanks 

and praise to God. 

In fact, the deepest need for every Chris-

tian is regular contact with Means of Grace, that is 

the gospel in Word and Sacrament, as shared and 

proclaimed in corporate worship and Bible study.  

The natural response to the gospel‟s work in the 

heart of a believer will be that giving honor, praise, 

and thanks to God becomes the Christian‟s first 

priority. 

Because the inspired and inerrant Word of 

God is the foundation of our faith and of our lives 

as Christians, and because effective ministry cannot 

and will not happen without adult spiritual 

growth, it is imperative that our members partici-

pate in regular study of God‟s Word.  This involve-

ment in God‟s Word starts in the home with per-

sonal Bible reading and daily family devotions with 

all the family participating.  The next step is to get 

involved in group Bible classes, for mutual growth 

and edification of God‟s Church.  For our children 

it is being involved in Sunday School; for our teens 

it is participating in the teen Bible study; for adults 

it is in taking advantage of the various opportuni-

ties for group Bible study, both on Sundays as well 

as home or other courses during the week.  Adult 

Spiritual Growth is vital to our ability to accom-

plish our long range vision.  Without that spiritual 

growth, we will not have the strength to achieve 
the mission set before us. 

  

We understand that this growth is to in-

(Continued on page 4) 

 M INISTRY  V ISION  2015 -  

ADULT  SPIRITUAL  GROWTH  

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Family of Ascen-

sion, 
  

With this article we begin a series of 9 arti-

cles reviewing and refreshing for you the key goals 

we together as a congregation established for our-
selves over a year ago.  That Vision Document con-

tains our vision for ministry over the next five 

years, and the written plan that will guide us as we 

move forward in Christ.  However, a „game plan‟ 

doesn‟t do much good sitting on the shelf.  Neither 

does it do much good if the „players‟ don‟t know it!   
  

As you recall, the nine areas of ministry un-

der which we have mapped out our goals are: 

  Adult Spiritual Growth 

  Worship 

  Outreach and Evangelism 

  Member Ministry 

  Regaining the Strayed and Straying 

  Youth and Family Ministry 

  Group Life and Fellowship 

  Administration, and… 

  Financial Stewardship 
  

Over the course of the coming months we‟ll 

highlight one area of ministry each month, spelling 

out the vision and goals for each one.  It is our 

prayer that this review will both edify and help pro-

pel us forward in reaching our goals.  To God be 

the glory! 

  

MINISTRY VISION 2015 - Regarding 

Adult Spiritual Growth, God Says . . . 
  

“Blessed is the man (whose) delight is in the law of 

the Lord, and on his law he mediates day and night.  

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 

yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not 

wither.  Whatever he does prospers.” (Ps 1:1-3) 
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Your prayers are much appreciated! 
  

New School Year…  Thank God for the gracious privi-

lege of another year of teaching His lambs about life and 

Life eternal.  Ask His grace and favor on Parents, Students 

and Teachers, that together we may accomplish great 

things for His Kingdom through education. 
  

Our Synod…  Ask the Lord’s blessing and favor on our 

synod and our district, that we would continue to see and 

appreciate the blessings of being united together in a body 

of believers which enables us to do things we could never 

do as a single congregation.  Ask the Lord to guide the 

delegates of the convention and to bless the decisions they 

make for the advancement of the Church. 
  

Chuck Stender…  As Chuck recovers from a serious 

staph infection, thank God for the medical care, the medi-

cine and technology employed on his behalf, and for pre-

serving Chuck from further physical harm.  Ask the Lord 

to strengthen him physically as he undergoes therapy, and 

most importantly spiritually through these trying times. 
  

Donald Cosgrove…  As Donald recovers from a stroke, 

thank God for keeping Donald from further harm, for all 

the blessings in the medical field employed on his behalf, 

and for the recovery that has already begun.  Ask the Lord 

to continue that recovery and to give Don the strength, 

endurance and patience needed in the days and weeks 

ahead.  Ask God to ease Don’s pain, as well as to help 

Gloria and her family through these difficult days. 
  

Richard Schultz… the cousin of our member Jim 

Schultz, as Dick was recently diagnosed with spots on 

both kidneys as well as on his bladder.  Guide Dick 

through these tests of faith to see the Lord’s hand in all 

things.  Strengthen his faith to stand firm against the 

devil’s temptations to despair and worry.  Grant success to 

any and all procedures, and a quick and full recovery. 
  

Renewed Efforts to Reach Out… through our Resource 

Improvement Task Force and through our new Marketing 

Committee.  Grant success to our labors to find new ave-

nues to reach the lost in Sarasota with the message of for-

giveness, new life and salvation in Jesus Christ.  May eve-

rything we plan and do be centered on the gospel and fo-

cused on saving souls. 

NOTE:  All of these fellow Christians appreciate 
your prayers, as well as cards,  phone calls, gifts, 

and visits.  Thanks & God bless you! 

AU G U S T  

8/1 - Ethan Eskell 

  - Cenya Moreno 

8/2 - Nathan Eskell 

8/7 - Joey King 

8/9 - Roberta “Bobbie” Foley 

  - Nicholas Thorin 

  - Chris Freihofer 

8/13 - Ken McDougall 

      - Bradley Lewellen  

8/16 - Shelton Henry 

8/19 - Sherri Medico  

8/25 - Susmitha Madidi 

8/27 - Lisa Eskell 

8/28 - Jim Arrigonie 

8/29 - Raji Madidi  

8/31 - Judy Wolff  

AU G U S T  

 

8/1    - Mary & Gary Christman 

8/8  - Bob & Ginny Dill 

8/16 - Eddie & Bernice Littleton  

8/19 - Pastor & Denise Mielke  

8/23 - Ken & Bernice Zarder 

8/31 - Jim & Bev Arrigonie  
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F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S   

F O R  J U N E - P r e l i m i n a r y  

  

  

  

  
Receipts    

Church   $ 16,101.80     $ 258,142.98 
 $297,506.00  
Other 3.42              2278.52        
3,000.00  
School     10,979.52      288,317.51    
330,000.00  
Total   $ 27,084.74    $548,739.01 
 $630,506.00  
    

Expenses    

Administration   $ 1616.82  $ 18,891.27    $ 
17,100.00  
Religious Edu. - 2598.76 2700.00  
Evangelism 493.50   1134.63  1500.00  
Fellowship 316.69   1332.95 1200.00  
SOS -    674.68    
300.00  
Stewardship 59.90  30,165.19       
30,551.00  
Elders -  1660.20  2100.00  
Payroll/Benefits 34,236.12   425,006.46      
442,355.00  
Elem. School3585.12  16,764.19 
 25,300.00  
Preschool 152.08 7139.07    

CURRENT 

MONTH 

FISCAL  

Y-T-D 

TOTAL 

BUDGET 

Our school and preschool will again be 
saving Campbell’s labels  

and Box Tops for Education 

  

  

  
The labels enable us to receive free  

school equipment and supplies. Turn in 

what you have and keep saving!  

~  WISH LIST ITEM  ~ 
  

CHURCH OFFICE COMPUTER NEEDED… 
  

The church’s computer in Pastor Mielke’s 

office is approaching 6 years of age and be-

ginning to give pastor more and more prob-

lems.  The CD ROM drive has been replaced 

already, and the memory is not keeping up.  

If you would like to help contribute toward 

the purchase of a new computer, please 

speak with Pastor Mielke.   
  

THANK YOU! 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s   

C o n f i r m a n d s !  
  

 It is with great joy and thanks that we 
welcome into communicant membership… 
  

Mr. Brandon Larsen 

Son of Greg and Sandra Albrecht 
  

Miss Elizabeth Martinez 

Daughter of Carlos and Chrystal Martinez 
  

Mr. John Wise 

Son of Jane Wise  
(John finished up confirmation early and was confirmed in June.  

He and his family have moved out of state.) 
  
  

 Please join us in giving thanks to God 
for these precious gifts to our church.  Please 
also be sure to welcome these young people 
into communicant membership and express 
to them how valuable they are to our family 
of believers.  May we all together do all we 
can to encourage them in their faith and keep 
them walking on the path of Life! 
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volve everyone, especially our leaders. Therefore, 

our vision for Adult Spiritual Growth in the next 

5 years is that all Church leaders, councilmen and 

Elders, will be regularly participating in one or more 

group Bible studies offered at Ascension.  In addi-

tion, the nominating committee will solicit nominees 
for positions of leadership from those members 

who regularly participate in one or more Bible stud-

ies.   

When it comes to leadership in the Church, 

God‟s Word is clear.  We are told they, “must 

hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has 

been taught, so that [they] can encourage oth-

ers by sound doctrine and refute those who op-

pose it” (Titus 1:9)  If our leaders are going to be 

charged with “encouraging others by sound doc-

trine…” it is essential that those leaders be growing 

in their knowledge and understanding of that doc-

trine.  Just as one wants their doctor to continue 

training and learning the latest medical information 

and techniques, and not relying on what he or she 

learned in medical school 30 or 40 years ago, so we 

want our leaders growing in the Word, and not re-

lying on confirmation level Biblical knowledge from 

10 or 20 years ago.  But there‟s more.  The Bible 

also says that leaders in the church are to… “set 

an example…” (Titus 2:7) and to be… “above 

reproach…” and “able to teach…” (1 Timothy 

3:2).  For all of these reason we recognize that 

spiritual growth in a congregation begins with the 

leaders being in the Word.  It‟s difficult to see how 

one could “set an example…” and be “able to 

teach…” without ever participating in Bible study. 
  

We also envision… 

 An Adult Spiritual Growth subcommittee be organ-

ized. Their primary charge will be to equip and 

encourage member families to develop a per-

sonal spiritual growth plan for each member 

home. (Cf. Consultants Recommendations, pg 

8, #13.)   

 A repeating core curriculum of topics, as de-

scribed on pg. 48-49 of the diagnostic analysis, 

will be developed. 

 That 50% of Ascension’s baptized membership be 

regularly attending at least one group Bible Study 

(SS, teen, adult Sunday AM, mid-week, home, 

etc.) with an increase of 10% of membership 

(Continued from page 1) annually.  NOTE:  All encouragement efforts 

will remain in the arena of Christian love, and 

will not become legalistic or overbearing.  

 Member-Shepherds will be used to help show the 

joys and blessings of growing in the Word 

through Bible study, and to encourage and in-

vite members to participate in one or more 

Bible study opportunities.   

 All Bible study groups will be encouraged to look 

for ways to incorporate a dose of “fellowship” 

when appropriate.   

 That every member is clearly aware of, and en-

couraged to enjoy the blessings and benefits of 

being in the Word, both at Ascension and in 

their own homes.  

 We will recruit and train additional Bible Class 

leaders.  

 We will plan, publicize, and promote Bible 

study opportunities and encourage “core cur-

riculum” graduates to become visiting teams to 

nurture family devotions and Bible class atten-

dance among all members. 
  

In these ways we pray that God will deepen 

our members roots in the soil of His Word so that, 

strengthened in that Word we are able to then 

move forward with accomplishing the other goals 

that the members of Ascension have set down in 

our vision document. 
  

May God make it so!     
  

TEEN YOUTH GROUP EVENT 

  

Plan to Join Us for the  
Fall Organizational Meeting 
Sunday - September 19th   

Noon to 3:00 p.m. 
Pool party at the Albrecht’s Home 

Bible Study 
Planning for Coming Year 

Lunch provided – Sign up to bring a des-
sert or appetizer to share! 
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Church Office:  (941) 371-2978 

Date: 09/12/09 

Time: 10:15 AM  

COMING SOON…  

Join us as we start the Fall season off  

with a walk through the Word!   

A PLANNED  

STUDY OF THE    

BIBLE FOR ALL  

AGES! 
  

 How do we know the 

Word is true?  A study 

of Verbal Inspiration  

 Bible Video: The Inde-

structible Book, pt. 2  

 Words of Wisdom: A 

study of the Book of 

Proverbs 

 Christ in My Home: 

Sharing the word at 

home 

 And much more!  

AGE APPROPRIATE LESSONS FOR EVERY LEVEL! 
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From  the  Principal   

Gone Fishing Lately? 
  

I was born in Michigan and grew up in Detroit. My father 

grew up south of Chicago. He was not raised as a fisherman. 

So, neither was I. The one main recollection I have of fish-

ing when I was younger was when I visited my grandma and 

grandpa in Coon Valley near La Crosse, Wisconsin. Each 

summer we visited the farm for about two weeks. I would 

go dig for worms in the pasture in the “prime” locations. I 

would then take a cane pole that had fishing line tied to the 

end and walk down to the creek that ran through the pasture 

of the farm. I would sit and catch bread bags full of sucker 

fish and take them back and feed the fish to the farm cats. It 

was a great deal of fun. 

 I never took up fishing in Michigan. I did not have 

any friends who regularly fished. I did not have any other 

family members who enjoyed wetting a line either. So, it 

wasn’t until I met a fellow principal living in Clearwater 

that I began to fish. I have come to enjoy fishing the saltwa-

ter a great deal because of Mark Boehme, principal at Bay 

Pines in Seminole. 

 Fishing takes patience. Fishing takes time. Fishing 

takes dedication. Fishing takes a bit of knowledge. There are 

times when I am fishing that the fish don’t seem to want to 

bite. There are times when it takes hours to catch that first 

keeper. There are times when one bait won’t work, but an-

other one in the tackle box works great. There are times 

when the fish seem to spill over into the boat because every 

time the line is dropped a big one is hooked. Each fishing 

trip is different in these ways. I don’t always know what to 

expect. 

 Although I enjoy my saltwater fishing hobby, an-

other type of fishing is on my mind today - “fishing for 

men.” Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee early in his 

ministry, soon after being baptized. He saw Peter and An-

drew fishing. He called to them and said, "Come, follow me, 

and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). And so 

the teaching began for these two and the other disciples of 

Jesus. What was the “bait” that Jesus taught them to use to 

fish for the people of this world? You know it well. It was 

the message of the forgiveness of sins. It was the message 

that Jesus is the Savior of all people because of his inno-

cent death on the cross and his resurrection from the 

grave. This is the message that the disciples learned and 

shared with others. 

 The Lord has called each of us to do his work 

while we are here on this earth. He has called us to be 

“fishers of men.” He gives us the same message that he 

gave to his disciples. We don’t need to feel that we won’t 

say the right thing when we are talking to someone about 

Jesus. He will help us in those situations. And just like 

fishing, we will get better at it with practice. 

 Take time to talk to your Friends and Relatives 

and Acquaintances and NeighborS (FRANS) when the 

opportunities arise. It is definitely a message worth shar-

ing. May God bless you with many opportunities to share 

Jesus with FRANS in the near future. 

 This message of Jesus to his disciples and you 

and me, to make us “fishers of men,” is one major reason 

we have put together a marketing team for the school. Our 

team is working diligently to find ways to make our 

school and church name better known in the community 

as well as trying to give us opportunities to talk to people 

about our Savior. We are striving to bring the message 

that Ascension has to share to more ears in the Sarasota 

area. But, it cannot be done by only four people meeting 

and working. It takes each and every one of us doing the 

work that our God has given us the privilege to be a part 

of. May God bless the work of this team here at Ascen-

sion as they strive to be “fishers of men.” 

  

Notable Dates  

 

August 18 —  First Day of School 

     Opening Service (8:30 a.m.) 

Å   All are welcome to join us! 

 

August 27 — Preschool and School Ice Cream   

                   Social (6:00 p.m.) 

Å   Families with school age children are welcome to attend. 

 

September 24 —  Teacher In-service (9:00 a.m.-Noon) 
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Mission Description 

The ministry in Zambia has changed several times since 

I began serving here in 1992. At one point we had five 

called workers here in the Copperbelt. Then, in 2003, a 

couple missionaries were cut because of a tight budget. 

And finally I learned that our last Copperbelt national 

pastor, who was here just under two years, would be 

taking a call to Lusaka. Some changes have been 

brought about by God himself. In the past God, has al-

lowed our Copperbelt mission partners to leave Ndola 

because of the prevalence of malaria. Our own family is 

not untouched by the disease, but God has graciously 

seen fit to strengthen us through those difficult times. 
  

Field Responsibilities 

Most of our work here is done in the language of the 

Bemba tribe, chi-Bemba. While I personally serve only 

two congregations and one preaching station in the Cop-

perbelt, it is an ideal place for my family to stay. Not 

only are family necessities available (school and medi-

cal), but also the place is centrally located for my other 

geographical areas of ministry. I also serve six congre-

gations and one preaching station in the Northwestern 

Province with about 150 confirmed members all to-

gether. The nearest of these is an 8-10 hour drive, 

largely depending on the road (much of it is dirt). When 

it’s the rainy season, the trip is long and arduous. Be-

cause of the distance and language (Chi-Luvale is not 

used in any other areas of the Lutheran Church of Cen-

tral Africa), the congregations are struggling to keep up 

with the changes. In addition, I serve three congrega-

tions to the south in the Central Province totaling about 

85 members. Two of them use the Chi-Bemba language, 

WORLD WIDE WORK WITHIN WELS  

Zambia 

but one challenges me with the Chi-Nyanja language. Also, 

because of the distance (3 to 3-1/2 hour drive), my service 

to these congregations is not what I wish it could be.  
  

The Lord is with Us 

We are not here in Zambia to obtain our version of 

“success.” When we step back and look at what God is do-

ing here in Zambia, we better understand why Paul could 

say “I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, 

so that Christ’s power may rest on me . . . For when I am 

weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:10) 
  

After Pastor Kroll graduated from Martin Luther College in 

1983 he spent several years as Minister of Evangelism and 

Youth at Reformation Lutheran Church in San Diego. He 

graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in 1992 and 

was assigned to serve in Zambia at that time. His wife, 

Karen, graduated from Carroll College with a degree in 

social work. She served as a social worker in Kenosha, WI 

for the next five years. Besides keeping a home of seven 

organized she has also written the curriculum for and leads 

the group, Simba’s Pride. The Krolls have five children: 

Ezekiel (1992), Josiah (1993), Elijah (1996), Jonah (1996) 

legally adopted into the Kroll family, and Gideon (2000). 

  

Fast Facts: 

Baptized members: 11,639  

Weekly worship attendance: 5,167 

Communicant members: 6,206 Baptisms last year: 990 

National pastors: 15      Confirmations last year: 572 

Missionaries and lay workers: 14 Congregations: 98 
  

    Submitted by Mark Becker  
 

As many of you may know, our member Faye Luft is an 11 year breast 
cancer survivor.  She also has participated in the Susan G. Komen 3 
day walk in Tampa for the last 5 years.  This year will be her 6th year 
to walk the 60 miles for the cure in October.  Each walker is required to 
raise $2,300 and each year this has become a little more difficult.  If 
anyone would like to donate to such an important cause,  
 
You can: 
1.  Write a check to the Komen 3day Walk and put it in Faye s church box,  
2.  Pick up a form in her church mailbox and mail a check directly, or 
3.  Donate at her site: http://the3day.org/goto/fayeluft-for-the-cure  

  

Please keep Faye in your prayers as she trains and  
attends the walk the last weekend in October.  Thank you. 
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This issue of The Ascension 

Connection was prepared by 
Julie Gensmer, Larry Miller 
and LaVerne Voss. 

Status 

  
 They are  

Ascension Lutheran Church is a congregation of Christians whose mission is to: 
“Encourage our Family to Grow in Faith and Lead Others to Christ” 

(We are a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.) 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
  

Sunday Worship  
9:00 a.m. 

  
  

Sunday School and Bible Classes  
10:15 a.m. 

  

CHURCH OFFICE 
  

N. Martin Mielke,  Pastor 
Stephanie Brands, secretary 

  

Phone (941) 371-2978 
  

church@ascensionwels.org 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
  

Kindergarten  
through 8th Grade 

  
Daniel Brands, Principal 
Brooke Carbon, Teacher 
Sandra O’Laire, Teacher 

  
Phone (941) 371-5909 

  
Church Office Volunteers  

 Reta Moehling 
Gail Vidakovic 

Joyce Yake 
Bernice Zarder 

 

PRESCHOOL 
  

Sherri Medico, Director 
Tina Lange, Teacher 
Raji Madidi, Teacher 

  
Denise Mielke, Secretary 

  

Phone (941) 377-9670 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

The Ascension Connection 

Ascension Lutheran Church & School 

800 McIntosh Road  

Sarasota, FL 34232-2503 

  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Church Website:  
www.ascensionwels.org 


