+Ascension Connection«

Jesus said, “The son got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and was filled with compass ion for him; he ran to his son,
threw his arms around him and kissed him” (Luke 15: 20).
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Your prayers are much appreciated!
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FEBRUARY

2/3 - Kevan Main
2/6 - Jill Fields
2/7 - Ralph Gutknecht
2/8 - Franz Meer
2/10 - Deb Pavlisin
- Gene Anderson
2/11 - Rick Herman
2/12 - Tom Leonard
2/19 - Frank Black
2/20 - Lisa Crump
2/22 - Christopher Thorin
- Joey Adams
2/23 - Nicole Homrich
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NOTE: All of these fellow Christians

appreciate your prayers, as well as cards,

phone calls, gifts, and visits. Thanks &
God bless you!

2/23 - Nicole Homrich
- Destiny Britto

2/26 - Renee Scarberry
- Carlos Martinez

2/29 - Kathy Rann

(SANNIVERSARIES

2/3 - Gene & Shirley Hoffman
2/9 - Mark & Kathy Becker
2/14 - Mark & Carol Homrich

- Greg & Sandra Albrecht
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
FOR DECEMBER

CURRENT FISCAL TOTAL

MONTH Y-T-D BUDGET
Receipts
Church $27,120.81 $144,397.91  $286,100.00
Other 2.12 679.60 2,500.00
School 25,096.67 83,408.73 341,400.00
Total $52,219.60 $228,486.24  $630,000.00
Expenses
Administration $ 1303.30 $6625.15 $ 15,400.00
Religious Edu. - 473.12 1600.00
Evangelism 743.66 954.66 1100.00
Fellowship - 84.48 1000.00
SOS - 110.00 600.00
Stewardship 438.97 494.47 27,200.00
Elders 271.57 534.07 1600.00
Payroll/Benefits 34,614.94 183,667.70 457,200.00
Elem. School 677.15 7545.55 29,800.00
Preschool 778.91 2780.77 7800.00
Property 8763.39 34,576.99 86,700.00
Total $47,591.89 $237,846.96  $630,000.00
Surplus/ $ 4627.71 $(9360.72) -

Recipe Corner

Potatoes Deluxe

2 Ib bag frozen hash browns
1 can cream of chicken soup
16 0z container sour cream
16 oz bag shredded sharp cheddar cheg
1 stick of butter

salt and pepper to taste

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Melt butter. In large bowl, mix all ingre-
dients together. Mix in the melted butter

Pour into 9” x 13" baking dish and bake
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Surplus/ $ 4627.71 $(9360.72) -
(Deficit)

Some people are
kind, polite, and -
~ sweet-spirited
“Until you try to -
sit in their pews. |

Four into o X Lo DaKing disn and da
for 1 houir.

Fruit Dip

1 8 oz package of cream cheese
1 7 oz jar Jet marshmallow creme
1 ts orange zest

dash of ginger

With a mixer, blend ingredients together.
You can make several days ahead of tim
just keep refrigerated. Serve with any
fruit you like.
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WORLD WIDE WORK WITHIN WELS
Amazing Love, New Lenox, IL

Just Getting Started
Before a pastor arrived to reach out in the Newolxej

area with the gospel of Jesus Christ, two other Wk

congregations were considering moving to the areg|
seeing that it was ripe for the harvest. TrinityOrete
considered creating a preaching station, and alda
ter congregation, Palos Lutheran in Palos Heights
considered relocating. Neither of these plans dam
fruition. So when Pastor Dustin Blumer received &
call right out of graduation from Wisconsin Lutherg

Seminary to start a church in New Lenox, there avas

group of WELS people who were eager to help.
About 10-15 of

these WELS members were meeting in the area fq
regular Bible classes and planning. From this core
group we launched a worship service on February
2009, and 150 people attended. Since that timeewn
continued weekly worship hoping that many more
would come to hear about their Savior through thg
ministry of Amazing Love. God has blessed us wit
an average Sunday attendance of 80 people.
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and shining in people’s minds. We want to be adur
where people can walk right in without any feaundue
hindrance, and learn about the incredible lovénef t
Lord. We do this by encouraging all members and vig
tors to invite

their network of family, friends, associates, and
neighbors to worship on Sunday mornings. We dolihi
getting out into the community through canvassauy,
vertising, special events like soccer camps omgsti
worship in the park, etc., all with the hope thabtigh
these environments and efforts many more peoplecq
in contact with the powerful Word of God.

Pastor Dustin Blumer grew up the son of a pastor. He
received his first taste of ministry when his fathas
called to start a church in Orlando, FL. Dustin \abke tg
help his busy family by canvassing, setting updimerch,
and singing solos during worship services. Dusemtv
on to study to become a pastor at Wisconsin Luthera
Seminary. He spent his vicar year in
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Summerville. SC. Upon araduation in 2008 Dustil
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Current Ministry

We offer a Sunday morning worship service as weg
as a Bible 101 class for new believers and those v
want to learn more about their Savior from sin. W¢g
also offer confirmation classes to our seventh and
eighth graders. The biggest blessing of our miisti
when “the light turns on” for a person, and they un
derstand the fact that

salvation is a free gift. For example, after onaday
worship service a lady named Annemarie commel
“I grew up Catholic and used to make fun of Luthey-
ans who would say, ‘All you have got to do is betig
just believe.’ But after hearing the sermon today
(based on Ephesians 2:8-9) | finally got it.” Tght
went on for Annemarie, and we hope this happens
a continual basis as people discover the greaifést ¢
of love here at Amazing Love Lutheran Church.

Aggressive Outreach

We continually strive to aggressively reach outwit
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We want the Holy Stair
work powerfully in people through the means of
grace. We want God’s light warming people’s hea
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Summerville, SC. Upon graduation in 2008 Dustin re{
ceived a call to New Lenox, IL to start a churcéréh
Dustin met his wife, Kathryn Mattek, while attengin
Martin Luther College. Kathryn stays at home withit
two daughters, Bella Grace and Nadia Faith. Irr ihee
time the Blumer family enjoys family get-togethegs;
ing out to eat, and visiting parks or

playgrounds.
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tSD Trip

Teen Group New
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D February 14 Faser Ball
I

: February 26-28 Myakka Camping
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Lenten Worship

Jesus traveled great
lengths those last
days before his
death, as he did his
entire earthly minis-
try. Do you ever
wonder what he
thought while travelCV¢55V”¢ﬁ ds
ing those dusty
roads, all the while
knowing that his death was near? Our Savior jvas
at a crossroads in his life and earthly ministry s
he faced the sacrificial, life-giving task he caio
fulfill. Crossroads; Traveling With Our Savior, is
an opportunity to share in Jesus' travels on th
road that would eventually lead him to the cro
We’'ll see you at the Crossroads - each Wednes-
day evening at 7pm!

Traveling with Qur Savier
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Friday, March 19th &
Saturday, March 20th

Proceeds will benefit
the school.
Save your stuff!

CHURCH



Wed. 2/17 - Ash Wednesday/Midweek 1: Crossroad [

Wed. 2/24-

Wed. 3/3 -

Wed. 3/10

Wed. 3/17

Wed. 3/24

Thur. 4/1

Fri. 4/2

Sun. 4/4

- From Galilee to Judea

Midweek 2: Crossroad 2
- From Bethany to Jerusalem

Midweek 3: Crossroad 3
-From the Upper Room to Gethsemane

Midweek 4: Crossroad 4
- From Gethsemane to Sanhedrin

Midweek 5: Crossroad 5
- From Sanhedrin to Pilate

Midweek 6: Crossroad 6
- From Pilate to Herod and Back

Maundy Thursday: Crossroad 7
- From Pilate to Golgotha

Good Friday: Crossroad 8
- Dead End?

Easter Sunday: Crossroad 9
- To and From the Tomb.

wrJvnurnr

YARD
SALE

CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION WEEK

Sunday, February 7 Christian Education Sunday
Children Sing
Guest Speaker James Mattek

.

Monday, February 8 Art Event
Tuesday, February 9 Kindergarten Roundupm

Friday, February 12 Special Chapel
Scavenger Hunt at School
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From the Principal

Daniel Brands
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SATURDAY, MARCH 27

9:00 A.M. UNTIL 1:00 P.M
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FAITH
EXPLORERN
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\ On Wednesday, February 17,

the Faith Explorers are hosting

a Soup Supper before the Ash

Wednesday Worship Service at

6:00 p.m. The Faith Explorers

and the food need to arrive by
5:30 p.m. to set up and be
ready to serve. Speak with

Sandra O’Laire for more infor-

mation.



Ascension Lu-
theran Church
800 South
Mclintosh Road

Register by March
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GHRESHAN G ATRERIA

Our WELS Ministry of Christian Giving will be
offering a session for you at Ascension, on Sun-
day, March 7th, 2010. Carl Leibner, our Deferred
Gift Planning Counselor will present and lead dis-
cussion that should help “remove the mystery”
around wills, trusts, powers of attorney, children’s
guardianship and related topics. We will also con-
sider tax wise gifting, appropriate gifting amounts,
Christian Preambles and why wishes must be re-
duced to writing. We can help “put things in order”
for those starting to plan and often improve plans
already in place. Prior to his call to WELS, Carl
was a Certified Financial Planner with over 30
years in finance. We understand estate planning
is not your favorite topic, but come and join in.
These sessions can “almost” be fun!
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Ascension Lutheran Church is a congregation ofsfians whose mission is to:

“Encourage our Family to Grow in Faith and Lead Others to Christ”
(We are a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelio#heran Synod.)

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday Worship
9:00 a.m.

Sunday School and Bible Classes

10:15 a.m.

CHURCH OFFICE

N. Martin Mielke, Pastor
Stephanie Brands, secretary
Deb Witte, secretary

Phone (941) 371-2978

Church Website:
www.ascensionwels.org

church@ascensionwels.org

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Kindergarten
through 8th Grade

Daniel Brands, Principal

Brooke Carbon, Teacher

Sandra O’Laire, Teacher
Susan Zabel, Teacher

Phone (941) 371-5909

Church Office Volunteers
Karen Bufe
Helene Giebel
Reta Moehling
Gail Vidakovic
Bernice Zarder

PRESCHOOL

Sherri Medico, Director
Kandi Ross, Teacher
Tina Lange, Teacher
Raji Madidi, Teacher

Laura Thorin, Teacher

Denise Mielke, Secretary

Phone (941) 377-9670
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