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shop at a church.  But when it is done, they lose interest.  
In a way, they are like a child who excitedly plants a seed 
in a foam cup and waters it regularly.  But a couple of days 
later the child forgets about it, and the seed dries up.   
  

Sometimes a person goes to worship regularly so 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ 

lets the cares of life grow up like thorns. 
The business of life, the priorities of the 
world, sports, careers, other things slowly 
begin to creep in and crowd out time for 
the Word, and so the planting of faith in 
his soul gets the life choked out of it.  How 
is the seed of your faith doing?  God 
planted it there and longs to have it bear a 
rich harvest for him.  Are you letting 
things choke out that seed? 
  

Sometimes however, an amazing thing 
happens.  The person keeps coming back 
to hear the Word.  And the seeds grow.  

And keep growing.  The plant of faith is made strong by 
DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǿƻƴ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΦ  Lǘ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘŜǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ 
ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ōȅ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΦ   
  

Maybe that person is you.  Yes, you.  It can be!  
You see, you are loved with an everlasting love of God the 
Father, made perfect and complete in the life and work of 
WŜǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  IŜΩǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ƻŦ 
his grace and nourished you with the means to bear a rich 
ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŀǘΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜΣ ƻǊ ƎŜǘ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ 
with worldly goals and concerns.  ά{ŜŜƪ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 
ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭέ όaǘΦ сΥооύΦ  Stay connected to the word. 
  

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΚ aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿΦ  aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
produce a crop of love and righteousness to the glory of 
your Savior.  Rest your peace and confidence in all that 
Jesus has done for you.  Bask in the sunshine of his love.  
.ŜŀǊ ǊƛŎƘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΗ  Lƴ WŜǎǳǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΧ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭΗ  

TIME  TO GROW... 
Jesus said, ñListen! A farmer went out to sow his 
seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 
Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have 
much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil 
was shallow. But when the sun came up, the 
plants were scorched, and they withered because 
they had no root. Other seed fell 
among thorns, which grew up and 
choked the plants, so that they did 
not bear grain. Still other seed fell 
on good soil. It came up, grew and 
produced a crop, multiplying thirty, 
sixty, or even a hundred 
timesò (Mark 4:3-8). 
 

Songwriters have used it.  Think-
ers have used it.   Investors have used it.  
You probably have used it yourself.  Even 
Jesus Christ used it. Used what?  They 
used the picture of planting seeds to make 
a point.  Jesus told a story about planting seeds.  Recorded 
for us in Mark 4:3-8, this simple story speaks volumes for 
our lives. 
  

Jesus teaches us that seeds are being planted in 
hearts at worship services and Bible classes each Sunday.  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
lesson ς ǎŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
what is happening at Ascension Lutheran School and Pre-
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Bible teaches ς seeds are being planted in the heart.  They 
are being planted by God in your heart through his Word. 
  

Seeds need time to grow.  In springtime (or fall, 
depending on your growing season!) when gardens are first 
ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ  ¸ŜǘΣ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ 
knows, when it comes to seeds, it takes time. As sunlight 
warms the moist earth where seeds are imbedded, seeds 
take time to sprout and grow. 
  

Sometimes a person checks out a church one Sun-
Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ 
to let the seeds sown that Sunday grow, is it?  Sometimes 
people are glad to attend a particular Bible class or work-
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Your prayers are much appreciated! 
 

 

All Our Graduatesé from kindergarten to college, 

ask the Lord to bless the labors of the many students of 

our church family as they move on to the next stage of 

their life.  Give success to their efforts as they move on 

to a new career, a new college or school.  Help them 

stay strong in their faith and use them as powerful wit-

nesses for your kingdom. 

 

John ñJTò Fieldsé As he graduates from MLC and 

moves on to the seminary.  Thank God for JT and men 

like him willing to dedicate their lives to the full-time 

preaching ministry.  Ask for a special measure of 

Godôs grace and mercy on JT to handle the work-load 

and to find joy in the ministry.  Keep him safe over the 

summer months and bless his studies this fall. 

 
Vacation Bible Schoolé Ask that the Lord would 

lead many to us and bless our efforts to share with 

them Christ crucified and Christ risen.  Then also help 

us to use those contacts to bring more and more fami-

lies into the saving faith. 
 

 

Summer Holidaysé Letôs not just pay lip service to 

the Lord for such incredible giftsé for faithful men 

and women who have given their lives in service to 

our country, for faithful fathers who nurture and lead 

their families, and for our nation and its freedomsé 

Put your love and thanks into action this summer and 

demonstrate our thanks in tangible ways. 

 

Pastor Ethan Steinbrenner and familyé  Ask the 

Lord to shelter Pastor Steinbrenner and his six chil-

dren, Warren, Andrea, Rachel, Alyssa, Laura and Jo-

seph, in His almighty hands as they mourn the sudden 

loss of Mrs. Susan Steinbrenner.  The Lord unexpect-

edly called this 48 year old wife and mother home to 

Himself on Tuesday, May 18, after an illness and sud-

den drop in blood pressure.  In lieu of flowers, memo-

rials given in memory of Susan will be used to help the 

Steinbrenner family  with medical expenses. Memori-

als can be sent to:  

 Bethany Lutheran Church 

 404 Roosevelt Street,  

 Fort Atkinson, WI 53538. 

NOTE:  All of these fellow Christians appreciate 
your prayers, as well as cards,  phone calls, gifts, 

and visits.  Thanks & God bless you!  

J U N E  

6/2  -  Greg Albrecht  

6/4  -  Dave Turgeon  

   -  Sonia Hollmann  

6/6  -  Joshua Black  

  -  Noah Camp  

6/10  -  Helen Connerton  

6/11  -  June Brown  

  -  Jo Meyers  

6/12  -  Bernice Zarder  

6/13  -  Kathy Becker  

      -  Chuck Stender  

6/14  -  Clay Domin  

6/17  -  Paul Beitlich  

       -  Jim Carlson    

6/18  -  Don Cosgrove  

6/19  -  Jeanne Corbett  

6/20  -  Joshua Hannon  

  -  Joyce Yake  

6/22  -  Penny Harmon  

6/26  -  Emily Adams  

6/27  -  John Fields  

6/28  -  Sophia Albrecht  

6/29  -  Sue Zabel  

6/30  -  Helene Giebel  

 

J U N E  

6/1  -  Paul & June Brown  

6/3  -  Frank & Karen Ingrassia  

6/6  -  Gabor & Eva Papp  

6/8  -  John & Desiree Batchelder  

  -  Roger & Lisa Crump  

6/12  -  Chris & Sherri Medico  

     -  John & Jill Fields  

6/21  -  Jeff & Aimee McKay  

6/28  -  Tom & Liezl Jones  
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Thanks to all the teachers, students and  
stage and prop crew for all their hard work to 

make the musicals a success!  

Moses leads the Israelites through the dessert:  From left; Lindsey Troyer, Tala 

Piper, Anna Thorin, Martin Mielke,  Adam Brands and Donovan Witte  

A king worthy of praise?  From Left: Brandon Larsen, Wil-

liam Gensmer, Aaron Reger, Tiffany White and Joshua Brands 

Musically inclined Babyloniansé From Left: Adrian 

Brands, Todd Batchelder, Daniel Zabel, Sierra Mielke, JJ 

McKay, Austin Ross, Christopher Thorin, Rachel Miller and 

Keturah Carbon 

Ferocious Lions! (Pictured to the left)  From Left: Frank 

McKay, Holly Batchelder, Devon Carol, Jarrett Mielke, 

Nicholas Thorin, Jayden Mielke, Daria Witte, Doug Zabel 

and Jackson Angel 


