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Ascension Lutheran Church is a congregation of Christians whose mission is to:

AEncourage our Family to Grow in
(We are a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.)
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Jesus told a parable: AThe kingdom of heaven is |ike a mus
it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and perch in its branchesdo (Matthew
LiQa I O2YY2y YAraidl1So

nothing big or impressive about Jesus. When he
came to establish his kingdom, he arrived as a child
of a poor girl in a conquered country. He was born
in a barn. He grew up in an obscure village. His
followers were nobodies. He never wrote a book
or held a high position. He never lived in a palace
or even a house of his own. After a few years in
the public eye, he was executed on a cross like the
vilest of criminals. On Good Fridaylbekedsmall
and powerless.

A large mustard tree

When Jesus spoke about the mustard seed, he
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lives. The measure of a mustard seed is not its tiny
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Largest lake? death is not how many people missed its meaning

Largest city? at the time, but what he accomplished. By his per-
Most populous state? fect life and his innocent death, Jesus has freed the
world from the guilt of sin. Countless millions who

If you answered Bill Gates, Mt. McKlnIey, Lake Supe- have put their trust in him have become part of his
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the proof that Americans pay attention to big
things. We live in bigger houses, eat larger meals,
and work longer hours than almost any other peo-
ple in the world. We tend to live by the maxim,
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When Jesus rose from his humble grave to conquer
death on Easter morning, he proved that what
seems small and weak can be amazingly powerful.
We have the opportunity to journey with Jesus
once again this Lenten season, down the Cross-
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tlon can mean in your life? You might be sur-
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small that you could hold thousands in your hand.
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to be so focused on whéboksbig and impressive

that we overlookhim and his blessings. Wed. evenings 6:00PM supper, 7:00PM WOfShip
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W nroursts F

Your prayers are much appreciated!

Tom L e o nAa Todhéuffers from spinal prob-
lems and faces surgery to correct it. Grant Tom th
strength to endure the pain; grant a successful sur;

gery as well as rehab and recovery. Be with the L¢

nard family as they meet the challenges before the
and use these things to deepen their love and appf
ciation for the Lord, and His family of believers herg
at Ascension.

Chri s VanDe usantltasGod veotld ¢
bl ess and be with Chri g
surgery Feb. 17. Pray that God would grant succe
for the surgery and renewed health as he recovers
Thank God for the technology He gives to make
such surgeries possible.

Mi ssi on of PRraythat Sadhwoutd hodd
his hand of grace over our school, and our principd
and teachers and School Board; and use it as a po
erful outreach arm of our congregation. Bless our
efforts to maintain the high academic standards
webve achieved through
and bring many more students and families to recq
nize the priceless treasure and solid foundation th3
Christian Education in small classrooms provides.

Vi cti ms iPraythhaGod woald bring relief
and renewal to this devastated land. Pray for our
missionaries in the Dominican Republic and the ef;
forts of our WELS Committee on Relief to bring
help and healing to troubled souls and lives.

Our 0 Tue s daOffer €prayev of thanks-
giving for the tremendous amount of work accom
plished by their efforts. Pray that God would kee
them safe as they labor for the Lord. Pray also tt
God would send more capable and willing workel
to serve on the Tuesday Crew.

NOTE: All of these fellow Christians

appreciate your prayers, as well as

cards, phone calls, gifts, and visits.
Thanks & God bless you!

3/3 - Alison Gensmer
d 3/4 - Martin Lange
- - Tom Jones
m, 3/6 - Frank McKay
f- 3/7 - Karen McDougall
3/8 - Mark Homrich
r 6 3/9 - Lorraine Meer
6 f €3/11 - Bev Arrigonie nt
> - Jodi Turgeon
3/12 - Tanner Laughlin
3/13 - Sean Leonard
| 3/14 - Sierra Mielke
W- 3/16 - Jeff McKay
3/17 - Carson Krueger
t he - Matthew Medico 0cC
g- 3/26 - Dawson Krueger

—F

—

- Aryn Lewellen
- Paul Tittelmier
3/29 -Gloria Cosgrove

MARCH
EANNIVERSARIES

3/2 - Erik & Laura Thorin

3/3 - Dick & Sue Zastrow

3/14 - Joe & Joyce Lewellen

3/27 - Carlos & Chrystal Martinez

3/28 - Bradley & Jessica Lewellen
- Russ & Barbara Rann

3/31 - Brad & Laura Krueger
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LADIES...

Looking for a
NEW WAY to
Serve?

| ook no more!

Wanted:

LWMS
Congregational
Reporter

What 6s an L WMS
Reporters have an exciting job and

Reporter??

an awesome responsibility. Whether
newly appointed or experienced, LWMS
reporters should see themselves as
leaders and as important links in
the LWMS information chain. Simply
put, they are a contact person in
each WELS congregation. LaVerne Voss
was our previous LWMS Reporter.

Some basic responsibilities of
this important and NEEDED position
aree
1 provide periodic updates on LWMS
news and events
1 serve as the contact person for
each congregationds
Mi ssionaryo program
1 speak to the ladies group or other
groups about LWMS and missions

No experience needed. Just
a willing heart and a

servantos atti
L WMS

SPEAK TO PASTOR IF INTERESTED!

t

[een Goup New

MARCH
HAPPENINGS

March 13 Creation Museum
(more details to follow)

March 27-28 School Yard Sale with
Bake Sale/Food
Concessions
(8:00-2:00 p.m.)

" FAITH
EXPLORERS

What: Lunar Golf
When: Sunday March 21
Time: After church

Detail to be announced

ud:
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Eagles Win Tournament!

Pictured standing (left to right): Coach Daniel Brands, Tiffany White, Aaron Reger, William Gensmer, John
Wise, Danae Witte, Taylor Taulbee, Joshua Brands, Brandon Larsen, Coach Sue Zabel. Sitting or kneeling
(left to right): Adrian Brands, David Witte, JJ McKay, Daniel Zabel, Katurah Carbon, and Sierra Mielke.

Our Ascension team used extra effort playing defense to shut down hig|
scoring players from both Peace and Bay Pines to earn FIRST PLACE at tr
SALSA basketball tournament in Maitland, FL on February
5th & 6th. In the serdiinals against Bay Pines, we came
back from a 15 point deficit to win on a last second shot!
Congratulations to our Champi- onship Team and their
coaches Sue Zabel and Dan Brands!!

WAY TO GO ASCENSION LUTHERAN EAGLES!!!
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FINANCIAL HIGHTLIGHTS
FOR JANUARY

CURRENT FISCAL TOTAL

MONTH Y-T-D BUDGET
Receipts
Church $22,106.05 $201,369.71  $286.100.00
Other 1,202.66 2,084.24 2,500.00
School 9,127.98 114,688.14 341,400
Total $32,436.69  $318,142.09  $630,000.00
Expenses
Administration $ 1,511.45 $8,913.85 $ 15,400.00
Religious Edu. 199.15 954.66 1,100.00
Evangelism - 430.03 1,500.00
Fellowship 183.55 268.03 1,000.00
SOSs 10.00 210.00 600.00
Stewardship - 494.47 27,200.00
Elders 623.50 1,233.57 1,600.00
Payroll/Benefits 38,067.71 256,343.26 457,200.00
Elementary Sch. 4,137.15 12,807.14 29,800.00
Preschool 510.70 4,230.6 7,800.00
Property 6,626.66 43,588.46 86,7000.00
Total $51,959.87 $329,650.77 $630,000.00
Surplus/ $ (19,523) $(11,508.68) $-
(Deficit)

RESERVE THESE DATES:

March 13th: Game Night @ Janet & Bob Rodgers

April 10th:  Progressive Dinner:
Appetizers @ Joyce
Main Course @ Judy
Desserts @ Dan & Step
May ___ : Any volunteers to plan an evening beach picnic?

Sign up sheets will be posted at the appropriate times. If you
have any ideas or volunteers please contact Janet or Judy.

. mistake
.~hawe samething for
everyone!

Camp Southis a
WELS Bible Camp where kids

fShar e

Our

Uni ty

At Camp South, children

enj oy

Godo6s

develop Christian friends and
grow in their relationship
with God.

Camp South is for
kids entering grades-&.

Camp South will be held
June 2125, 2009.

All registrations
due by April 30.

Camp South is held at the
Unicoi Lodge, Helen, Georgia.

For more information:

brentbitter@victorylutheran.org

#904642-8900

Registration forms are
on the back table.

If you find mistakes in
this issue they are here
for a purpose. Some
people just love to find
s and we tr

ramer oS
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beaut
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