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This issue of The Ascension 

Connection was prepared by 
Julie Gensmer, Larry Miller 
and LaVerne Voss. 

Status 

 
 They are  

Ascension Lutheran Church is a congregation of Christians whose mission is to: 
ñEncourage our Family to Grow in Faith and Lead Others to Christò 

(We are a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.) 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday Worship  
9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Sunday School and Bible Classes  
10:15 a.m.  

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
 

N. Martin Mielke,  Pastor 
Stephanie Brands, secretary  

 

Phone (941) 371 -2978 
 

church@ascensionwels.org  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
Kindergarten  

through 8th Grade 
 

Daniel Brands, Principal 
Brooke Carbon, Teacher 
Sandra OôLaire, Teacher 

Sue Zabel, Teacher 
Debbie Witte, Secretary 

 
Phone (941) 371 -5909 

 
Church Office Volunteers  

Karen Bufe 
 Reta Moehling 
Bernice Zarder 

 

 

PRESCHOOL 
 

Sherri Medico, Director 
Susan Bare, Teacher 
Tina Lange, Teacher 
Raji Madidi, Teacher 

Laura Thorin, Teacher 
Denise Mielke, Secretary 

 
Phone (941) 377 -9670 
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 WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  IŜ 
wants us to think carefully about the foundation on  

which we build our lives.  It 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ 
storms strike.  When the com-
pany is downsized, we want 
strength to keep a positive out-
look.  When conflict loosens 
family ties, we want tight knots 
to hold it together.  When 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇΣ ǘƘŜ 
guilt must not sweep us away.  
When bad news comes, there 
needs to be rock-like endur-
ance to get us through.   

 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘπ
ing our lives: build up a network of reliable family and 
friends, develop more of a positive attitude, get differ-
ent forms of insurance for rainy days, and pursue 
proven avenues of achievement.  But in the end, 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ άǎŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǾŜǊπ
whelm human hearts and hopes are far too violent.  We 
need something stronger to build on. 
 

 Jesus tells us to build our lives and futures on the 
solid rock of his word. It takes some time and effort to 
ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΣ ōǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΦ  IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
his sacrifice on the cross brings us the lasting peace that 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴΦ  IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǊƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ 
to rule over all things gives us firm hope in the midst of 
ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘƛŜǎΦ   
 

 5ƻƴΩǘ ōǳƛƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǎŀƴŘΦ  .ǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǎƻƭƛŘ 
ǊƻŎƪΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ WŜǎǳǎΦ  Iƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ 
foundation for life.  Confidently build your life on him, 
and you will have the peace of heart and mind to 
weather whatever storms or quakes may hit your life.   

 

#ÏÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÉÔ Á ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ *ÅÓÕÓȣ 
Have a blessed May! 

Pastor Mielke  

Jesus said, ñTherefore everyone who hears 
these words of mine and puts them into practice 
is like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. The 
rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet it 
did not fall, because it had 
its foundation on the rock. 
(Matthew 7:24,25).  
 

 Have you noticed?  It seems 
there has been an inordinate 
amount of natural disasters in 
recent months ς devastating earthquakes in Haiti, Chile, 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ /ƘƛƴŀΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƻ ƛƴ LŎŜƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
has been erupting for about a week now!  Even hurri-
cane Katrina and the devastating tsunami in Indonesia 
are not that far removed from our memory.  (We should-
ƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜΚΗύ 
 

 L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŘǳǊŜ 
such devastation, only to assess the damage and find 
your home destroyed and all your worldly possessions 
gone or headed for a dumpster.  And the physical de-
struction would no doubt pale in comparison to the 
emotional devastation in the loss of life which the 
quakes, wind and water would bring. 
 

 Jesus told a story about building on a location to 
avoid destruction.  He compared a wise builder and a 
foolish one.  The foolish builder built his house on a nice 
sandy stretch by the water.  It was a beautiful place to 
live, until the storm hit.  There was no defense against 
the rising watersτa complete loss (maybe even a loss of 
life!).  In contrast, there was a wise builder.  He built his 
house in the hills; he spent the extra time and money to 
firmly position it on solid rock.  It was worth it. The build-
ing remained high above the flood waters and stood 
strong against the wind, securely anchored into the bed-
rock. 
  

BUILD  ON SOLID  ROCK   
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Your prayers are much appreciated! 
 

 

Our Graduatesé  as our students at various stages of 

their education move on to the next stage of their lives, 

ask Godôs grace and blessing on their studies and/or ca-

reers, and that God would keep them standing on the firm 

foundation of faith in Jesus Christ.  Thank the Lord for 

another school year full of undeserved blessings and for 

the privilege to serve his people in this way.   
 

Miss OôLaireé  as she deliberates her call to serve as K-

1st Gr. at Divine Peace in Largo, Maryland.  Ask the Lord 

to guide her in her thoughts and to give her insight on the 

two calls she now holdsðwhere the needs are greatest, 

where her gifts will be most fully utilized, etc.  Ask also 

for peace of heart and mind as she considers it all. 
 

Northern Friendsé  Pray that God would bless and pre-

serve them especially as they travel, as they return to their 

homes up north, and as they come back to us again next 

fall.  Thank God for the blessings they bring to us and our 

ministry. 
 

Franz Meeré Thank the Lord for blessing Franz 

through this difficult time and for the progress he has 

made to date.  Ask the Lord to continue to be with Franz 

and grant renewed strength and health in the days ahead. 
 

June Brownôs Motheré  thank the Lord for blessing her 

with recovery and for enabling her to return to her apart-

ment in the assisted living facility.  Ask God to preserve 

her in the months ahead and fill her days with joy. 
 

Walking with Jesusé  please pray for our Walking with 

Jesus stewardship emphasis with every-member visits.  

Pray that God would center our hearts on the victory of 

our risen Savior and move us to respond with lives lived 

for him.  Bless the efforts of our visitors and move our 

members to mobilize for the mission of reaching the lost.   
 

Vacation Bible Schoolé  please pray for our planning 

and preparations for this summerôs VBS program.  Pray 

God equips our workers and teachers with zeal and love 

to serve and spread the message of Godôs grace in and 

through the account of Noah and the Flood.   

NOTE:  All of these fellow Christians 
appreciate your prayers, as well as 
cards,  phone calls, gifts, and visits.  

Thanks & God bless you!  

M AY  

5/4   -  Joshua Brands  

  -  Tim Gensmer  

5/9   -  Chris Medico  

5/13 -  Sandra Albrecht  

  -  Bob Dill  

 -  Linda Fagan  

5/16 -  Sameer Madidi  

5/17 -  Dolly Carlson  

  -  Stephanie Brands  

5/18 -  Nicholas Gensmer  

5/23 -  Carol Homrich  

  -Joyce Foss  

5/26 -  Kathleen Zuege  

5/28 -  Michael DeMaio Jr.  

      -  Christian Goodman  

         -  Jeffrey Lange  

      -  Chrystal Martinez  

5/30 -  Gary Schmidt  

  

5/8  -  Ken & Mabel Leber  

5/11  -  Wayne and Kathleen Zuege  

5/19  -  Lloyd and Barbara Higginbotham  

5/21  -  Walt and Roberta Witman  

5/22  -  Tim and Paula Mapp  

5/28 -  Gene and Kathy Rann  

 

M AY  
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For ages 3 through 10.  Join us this summer as we 

explore Godôs Word through lesson, crafts, music 

and games. 

ñWeôre Building a 6 foot Ark!!ò 
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From  the  Principal   

 

The End?  
 

We are just about in May. Wow! How time 
flies! It was nearly ten months ago that my 
family and I arrived here in Sarasota. Soon 
thereafter the school year started. So, since 
the school year has a start to it, one should 
reasonably assume that there is an end, 
right? 
 
Well, technically, I guess one could say that 
the 2009-10 school year will end on Friday, 
May 28. The 8th graders will say that this is 
the end of their grade school years as they 
head off to new high schools. Some might 
say that I have ended my first year at Ascen-
sion. All of these statements are true, but 
letôs look at this a little differently for a mo-
ment. 
 
The 8th graders, if they plan on attending a 
four year college, are just over half way 
through their years of schooling. That doesnôt 
sound like the end to me. They have com-
pleted the educational requirements ex-
pected of them to receive a diploma from As-
cension Lutheran School, but it is by no 
means the end for them. The 8th graders 
have Algebra, Geometry, German, Spanish, 
French, Speech, Physics, Biology, Composi-
tion, and many other classes that will take up 
a great deal of time over the next four years 
of high school. Then they will be off to col-
lege to complete a program of study that will 
afford them a job in the working world. So, I 
donôt really look at 8th grade graduation as 
the end, but just a transition that one makes 
in this life. 
 
I have really just begun my Call as principal 
and upper grades teacher at Ascension Lu-
theran. There is so much to do here in Sara-
sota, that there is no way I can consider this 
the end of anything. The end to me has a  

 
connotation of stopping. But that is not the case. 
Just as the 8th graders will not be stopping, neither 
will I. People need to hear about this wonderful 
gem of a school in Sarasota. The name and mis-
sion of this school need to be shared until the Lord 
decides ñthe endò is here. 
 
So, I, along with the other Ascension Lutheran 
School teachers, will be preparing for the 2010-11 
school year this summer. I will be making phone 
calls to prospects and looking for parents who are 
interested in their children learning about a marvel-
ous God. I will be planning classes for the children 
that will prepare them for their next stage in life, 
high school. I will be working on plans to bring As-
cension Lutheran School to as many families as 
possible in the coming years. 
 
In my estimation, we are not at the end of anything. 
We are only just beginning. God has plans for us, 
and we canôt stop until he says that our time on 
earth is ended. We have too much to do, too many 
people to reach out to, too many families to share 
the Gospel with, and too many children to educate. 
So, instead of saying this is the end and stopping, 
realize with me that this is just the beginning and 
get ready to roll up your sleeves and reach out to 
those around you. May God bless the plans that 
we make and the work that we do so that all is 
done to His glory. 
 
 
Graduation - Please join us for our graduation ser-
vice on Thursday, May 27 at 6:30 p.m. as we 
praise our Lord for the blessings He has given us. 
We will be presenting diplomas to three eighth 
graders and presenting several other awards from 
the school year. We hope to see you there!  
 

 

Daniel Brands 
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F I N A N C I A L  H I G H T L I G H T S   

F O R  M A R C H  

WALKING WITH JESUS 
FORMS...  

 

 We are thankful that so many of you 
have begun to participate in the Walking with 
Jesus studies and visits.  Once those visits 
are complete, please return your cream col-
ored Time & Talent sheets, as well as your 
ñWalking with Jesusò commitment forms as 
soon as possible. You can put them in the 
white box on the table in the church entry-
way.   
 There are many jobs that are done by 
volunteers and most of those have only a 
handful of willing volunteers.  Your help is 
needed in the following areas:  cleaning 
(both church and CEC), mowing, plant care, 
ushering and greeting, among others.  With 
more participants the jobs donôt have to be 
done so frequently by each person.  Thank 
you to those so eager to help out year after 
year.  How about lending a hand if you have 
never done so before?   

Walking with Jesus means                         
living my life to serve!  

 

 

 

  
 
Receipts   

  

Church    $ 51,111.38     $ 279,948.84  $ 286,100.00  
Other 203.55             2,289.41        2,500.00  
School      24,641.71      161,158.48    341,400.00  
Total    $ 75,956.64    $ 443,396.73  $ 630,000.00  
    

Expenses     

Administration $ 1067.38  $ 11,575.06    $ 15,400.00  
Religious Edu.  606.73 1,600.00  
Evangelism 325.34   1,280.00  1,100.00  
Fellowship 0  268.03  1,000.00  
SOS 40.00   250.00    600.00  
Stewardship 10,110.00  10.604.47       27,200.00  
Elders 237.00  1,514.63  1,600.00  
Payroll/Benefits 37,217.85   329,420.93      457,200.00  
Elementary Sch.   369.41   13,953.16  29,800.00  
Preschool 247.94 4,533.85    7,800.00  
Property     7,171.34      59,491.44  86,700.00 
  
Total $ 56,786.26     $ 433,498.30      $630,000.00  

Surplus/     $(19,170.38)      $(9,898.43)              $ -  

(Deficit)  

CURRENT 

MONTH 

FISCAL  

Y-T-D 

TOTAL 

BUDGET 

May 14-15  - Canoe Trip & Fossil Dig with Dr. Gary 

Parker and Mrs. Mary Parker of the Creation Adventure 

Museum.  Join us for an overnight campout with a canoe 

trip and fossil dig on the Peace River, and an educational 

presentation on fossils at the museum.  Cost will be about 

$25 per person.   
 

WE NEED TO KNOW IMMEDIATELY IF YOU ARE 

PLANNING TO ATTEND!!!!!  
  

June ???  End of the Year Party to be announced!!  We 

donôt know exactly what weôre doing yet, but you can be 

sure itôll be fun!!!   

Remembering  

those who served 
 

Memorial Day  
 

May 31, 2010 
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ASCENSION LUTHERAN SCHOOL LOGO-WEAR! 
Hereôs a great way to promote our school, and look good doing it!   

Ascension Lutheran logo-wear is available in a  
variety of styles!   

 

 Direct any questions or orders to Stephanie Brands in the church 
office.   

 Meals on Wheels of Sarasota prepares and 

delivers nearly 600 hot, nutritious meals to 

our neighbors six days a week. Food is pre-

pared at our kitchen at 421 N. Lime by one 

cook and volunteer assistants.  We receive no 

government assistance. 

 

Our current need is for DRIVERS - regular 

and substitutes. The only requirements are a 

valid license, a couple of hours a week and a 

cheerful disposition. Our recipients (always 

glad to see you) are physically unable to pre-

pare or to shop for food. 
 

This could be: 

¶ an opportunity to bond with a grandchild 

¶ a weekly outing with a friend 

¶ alternating  weeks with a neighbor 

¶ high-schoolers having a chance to earn 

credit for community service...    

If you would like to volunteer or gather more 

info, please contact Tonca Yarbrough, Driver 

Coordinator at 330-8683 or 366-6693 

tyarbr@verizon.net 

Sunday, May 16th  

After Bible Class &  

Sunday School 
  

 Hope you are planning to par-

ticipate in our pine car derby!  

We are going to have a potluck 

lunch before the race.  Please 

see the bulletin board to sign up 

for a dish to share!  If you have 

misplaced your kit or do not 

have one yet, speak with Miss 

OõLaire about purchasing a new 

one!  Her phone number is  

#941-441-6651.   

  

Parents are asked to attend this 

event to assist and cheer on our 

racers!!! 
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W o r l d  W i d e  W o rk  W i t h i n  W E LS  

~ TAIWAN ~  

Facts 

¶  Pastor Kevin Stellick, his family, and two Kingdom 

Worker volunteers assist the national church. 

¶  Three men are enrolled in classes at Asia Lutheran 

Seminary and will complete their degrees in the next 

12 to 18 months. 

¶  Over 130 students attend the weekly classes of Eng-

lish as a Second Language (ESL) Kingdom Worker 

program in Taichung, which is a great evangelism 

tool for Jesus. 

 

Getting Started 

What if you are called to live in an area where you do 

not speak the language, where you donôt know the cul-

ture, where you look different from everyone else? What 

if the Lord calls you to begin a new church among the 

Chinese people on an island called Taiwan, the Republic 

of China? No matter where a new church is planted, the 

use of and reliance on the Word of God to change hearts 

and bring people to faith in Jesus is constant. Trusting in 

Godôs promise that his powerful Word will not return 

without effect, we went forward with the work of begin-

ning a new congregation for our sister church in Taiwan: 

the Christian Lutheran Evangelical Church (CLEC). 

 

The Republic of China on Taiwan 

The culture is so different; the way of life is so different; 

the language is so different. Countless times we asked, 

ñHow will we ever learn enough of their language and 

culture and ways so that we can meet people, make 

friends, and have opportunity to share Godôs Word?ò 

 

1994 ï Making Friends 

When the Lord calls, the Lord provides what is needed. 

His Word is powerful and active and is able to melt 

hearts. The Lord helped us make friends with neighbors. 

He gave us zeal to continue fostering these relationships. 

After a year of living in Taiwan, an English/Chinese 

Bible class began in our home with some of these 

friends. Soon after that a ñMomôs Groupò was formed. 

As friends brought other friends, the circle of people we 

knew grew larger. After two years of Mandarin Chinese 

classes we began worship services in our living room 

and invited these same friends to come and learn more 

about Christianity. Some weeks only two or three people 

came. Other weeks no one accepted the invitation. For 

two years we would call everyone we knew every week 

and invite them to worship. We were elated the first time 

we had 10 people for worship! For two years we contin-

ued offering classes and worship opportunities and by the 

end of that time we were blessed with our first adult bap-

tism. 

 

1997 ï English as Outreach 

If you want to see the Lordôs blessings just look in the 

rear-view mirror of time. In 1997 an English as Outreach 

program staffed by volunteer Kingdom Workers was initi-

ated to meet more people in the neighborhood. We were 

able to funnel many friends and prospects into the King-

dom Worker English/Bible  classes, thus increasing the 

amount of contact with these people. 

 

Facility Growth. Membership Growth.  

By 1999 the classroom was too small and a one room 

store-front facility was rented for classes. Within a year 

we outgrew it and moved to yet another larger store-front 

facility. In 2002 we added a classroom facility for Sunday 

School use and in 2003 we rented a second store-front 

facility next door to our present facility, removed the wall 

between the two and doubled the size of our worship/

classroom area. Facility growth went hand in hand with 

membership growth. By 2000 there were 12 baptized Chi-

nese Christians in our small church and another dozen 

who were regular in worship. Nine more baptisms in 2002 

were followed by seven in 2003. The year 2004 saw con-

tinued growth. Seven people finished pre-baptism pre-

membership classes; 100 neighbors are in our  Kingdom 

Worker outreach classes and now we are beginning some-

thing new: Getting the church into the community! Eng-

lish classes taught by Kingdom Worker teachers Doug 

Lange and Nate Schulmeister, are being held in the 

neighborhood community center behind our worship cen-

ter. 

 

There are many strange things about living in a foreign 

land and understanding a different culture and language. 

But there is one comforting thing that remains the same 

no matter where you live and that is the love of God for 

all people! Pray for us as we do all we can humanly do to 

share Jesus with others so they may find forgiveness, 

comfort and the eternal peace of knowing Jesus as Savior. 

Join with us in thanking God for his blessings on our la-

bors. Join with us in prayer for the continuing growth of 

Godôs kingdom among the Chinese people on Taiwan, the 

Republic of China. 
      

Submitted by Mark Becker  


