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(SeeCOVER ARTICLE on page 5)
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The Ascension Connection

Your prayers are much appreciated!
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NOTE: All of these fellow Christians appreciate
your prayers, as well as cards, phone calls, gifts
and visits. Thanks & God bless you!
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CURRENT FISCAL TOTAL
MONTH Y-T-D BUDGET
Receipts
Church $ 25,540.46 $86,904.25  $286,100.00
Other 2.03 675.79 2,500.00
School 12,014.73 38,468.77 341,400.00
Total $37,557.22 $126,048.81 $630,000.00
Expenses
Administration $2112.17 $3813.46  $15,400.00
Religious Edu. - 266.55 1600.00
Evangelism - - 1100.00
Fellowship - 84.48 1000.00
SOS 50.00 110.00 600.00
Stewardship 31.50 55.50 27,200.00
Elders 27.50 27.50 1600.00
Payroll/Benefits 38,693.43 110,394.73 457,200.00
Elem. School 1021.88 5432.89 29,800.00
Preschool 731.78 1820.47 7800.00
Property 8041.46 18,899.80 86,700.00
Total $50,709.72  $140,905.38
$630,000.00
1 <iirnhiie/ (12 152 EN) (14 QER B7)

Recipe Corner

Mary’s Squash Cake

Beat 3 eggs until frothy. Add and beat in
until it is thick and lemon colored:

2 cups sugar

1 cup cooking ol

1 T. vanilla

Add 2 cups packed, coarsely grated zuc
chini, yellow summer squash or pumpkir
canned or fresh. Stirin,
2 cups flour

1 tsp. cinnamon

1 tsp. nutmeg

2 tsp. baking soda

1/4 tsp. baking powder

1 tsp. salt



Surplus/
(Deficit)

$(13,152.50)

$(14,856.57)

1 tsp.rsalt
1 cup nuts, chopped, optional

Mix all ingredients as stated above. Pour

into a greased and floured pan, 13 x 9 x
and bake at 325 degrees for 45 to 50 mi
utes or until center is done.

May also use round pans for layered cak

baking at 350 degrees for 40 minutes.

Frosting:

1/2 stick butter, softened

1 3-ounce package cream cheese

1/2 box powdered sugar

1/4 tsp. vanilla

Pecans, optional

Mix butter and cream cheese together,
add vanilla and slowly stir in the pow-
dered sugar. Add a little milk if too stiff.

2,
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WORLD WIDE WORK WITHIN WELS
MILITARY CHAPLAINCY

The Mission It wasn’t until years later when | got lost twice in Iraq
that | realized | was in as much need of God's grace,
The WELS Military Services Committee exists to prd- | mercy and forgiveness as the younger son and my
vide spiritual services to WELS members, familiad a| |brother. The war was moving faster than we antici-
others who serve in the U.S. and allied Armed Farcqg | pated. Vehicles had a hard time keeping up with their
units. | was sent back to find three missing vehicles. |
In addition to regularly providing spiritual mateis found fourteen, rounded them up, and started moving
such as "Meditations," sermons, prayers and devaliq them forward. When we made it to our rendezvous
services, we send and support civilian chaplaimsite | | point and found no one, | realized the unit had moved
ister at military installations both stateside ahdoad. on. By default, | was lost. The unit was going toward
Baghdad, so we would head north too.

A soldier sent the following note to our WELS

National Civilian Chaplain to the Military the | needed to figure out where we were going to get fuel
day after he led a Bible study on The Prodigal in the middle of the desert. | found a paved road, and
Son. It has been modified. | vaguely remembered part of a briefing about turning
right on a paved road, so we did. Almost immediately
" 'My son,’ the father said, 'you are always with me, | (| got a sick feeling. We turned around. | was feeling
and everything | have is yours. But we had to cele- | [much better. We still needed fuel. Another unit saw
brate and be glad, because this brother of yours us. They sent a vehicle out to bring us into their
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is area. They sized up my supply trucks. | sized up their
found." —Luke 15:31,32 fuel trucks. | shook hands with a couple of Captains

_ _ y _ and we traded some supplies for fuel. Finding this unit
As | read this parable, | completely identified with solved mv nroblems. (After hearina that Jessica




As | read this parable, | completely identified with
the older son. My brother started drinking around
eight years old and by thirteen he was well on his
way to being an alcoholic. By high school, he was
drinking, smoking pot daily, and experimenting with
crack and ecstasy. | remember hearing phone calls
at night, “Your son is in the hospital, he’s been in a
wreck,” or, “Your son has been arrested, you can
post bond for him tomorrow,” or being awakened to
help my dad go find him when no one called. For
me, it added another annoyance and embarrass-
ment. For everything my brother did wrong, | did
right. 1 was a straight A student, varsity athlete, in
the youth group, and definitely home by nine on
Friday night.

| built up resentment and anger towards my
brother, my parents, and the world. | couldn’t un-
derstand why my parents kept bailing him out. |
can remember telling my dad to “let him fall into his
own pit.” My dad said something to the effect of
'Then where would he be?' Of course, as the
‘other’ son in this parable | didn’t care. Though the
younger son in the parable pained his father out-
wardly through his actions, the older son was just
as heartbreaking inwardly through his jealousy.

allu We tadcu sSUlNTe supplics 101 Tuct. Finding ulis uriit
solved my problems. (After hearing that Jessica
Lynch’s unit had been taken earlier in the day, my
plans for joining my original unit changed. | still won-
der what would have happened if we kept going right.)
I got lost a second time. It was a sunny, beautiful and
calm day as | went to battalion headquarters for the
daily meeting. When | left, it was pitch black and the
wind was whipping sand everywhere. My trucks were
parked just outside the units’ perimeter, and | decided
| could find them. | walked outside the protective wire,
turned left, and walked to where | thought they

were. But they weren't there. |turned to the right and
walked a little bit farther. That's when | realized | was
out in the middle of nowhere and had no idea where to
go. | didn't know if anyone could see me because it
was totally dark. | didn’'t know if anyone could hear me
yelling for help because the wind was so

strong. Thankfully I felt a hand on my shoulder and
heard a voice telling me, “I have you, follow me, | will
lead you back in.” That soldier brought me back in the
wire, pointed me in the direction of my trucks, and
showed me the path. He watched me through his
night vision goggles to make sure | made it there
safely. | have now learned what it means to be lost—
and to be found. | hope | never forget.

Submitted by Mark Beck

U
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Daylight Saving (COVER ARTICLE—Continued from page 1)
Time ends on
Sunday, !
November 1st. L
We usually go to two &
services in November, but as of now we * 1
are going to stay with one service and 8 1
re-evaluate in January, making any
changes at the Voters’ meeting. 1 g
!
4 &
; *< =" >> 7?75
5 7

Reformation Sunday is on
November 1. The Sunday morning
service is at 9:00 a.m. with a spedgia _

area WELS Reformation servi On Saturday, November 21, President

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary




D

area WELS Reformation service

here at 4 p.m. Join us for light
refreshments and fellowshipafter
the worship service.

On Saturday, November 21, Presid

Wendland of WLS in Mequon, WI, will

give a presentation on the seminary, h

it offers theological training for the pas;

toral ministry, offers theological and professiogadwth to

fields throughout our church body. The presentatidl be
about 2 hours from 10 a.m. to noon and lunch wllbiv. Mark
the date and hope you can join us!

called workers and provides pastors to congregaton mission
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FREEDOM

Do you know anything about monarch butterflies?
Some time ago | learned about these amazing crea-
tures. They begin as a chrysalis, something like a
cocoon, but not quite the same thing. What a marvel-
ous process this is! After living for a while as a cater-
pillar, a chrysalis is formed, and it seems as if that
will be the end of it for this creature. But, an amazing
transformation takes place, as you well know. Out of
the chrysalis emerges a beautiful monarch butterfly.

Are you aware of what all monarch butterflies do af-
ter they come out of their chrysalises? This I find
truly amazing! They all begin a trek that takes them
to one of five places in Mexico. The monarch butter-
flies emerge from their chrysalises. Finally free to fly,
they all head to one destination!

| believe there is a lesson in this for you and me.
God has made each of us and placed us here on this
earth for a purpose. It all began in the Garden of
Eden with Adam and Eve. They sinned, and be-

expect to be in heaven when we die. We must hold
fast to Jesus and his promise to us, “l am the resur-
rection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes
in me will never die” (John 11:25).

We don’t know if the monarch butterflies that we see
make it safely to Mexico each year. But, we should
all want to know that we and our children will end our
journeys at an eternal destination — heaven. May
God grant you a blessed journey with Christ that
ends in eternal bliss!

Special notes:
Weekly Open House - Beginning on November 10,

Ascension Lutheran School will be hosting
“Terrific Tuesdays” from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
We will be placing a sign out near the road that
will share this weekly open house with the com-
munity so that anyone interested may stop in dur-
ing the day. We are hoping to be able to share
our school with the community in this way



Eden with Adam and Eve. They sinned, and be-
cause of this, you and | were born sinful, along with
all other people in this world. But, like the caterpillar,
we were changed. The caterpillar formed a chrysa-
lis. Our change took place in a different way —
through baptism. We became children of God. We
were wrapped with God’s love, and we became new
creatures.

The new creature that emerged was not a monarch
butterfly, but a redeemed child of God. A child of
God with a new life to live — a life of service to the
Savior who bought us back from sin, death, and the
power of the devil. Our journey has begun, not to
Mexico or some other exotic destination in this world,
but a journey to heaven. This journey will take us a
lifetime to complete. But, in the end, those who com-
plete the journey with their Savior Jesus at their side
will enter a paradise worth waiting for. Unfortunately,
as not all of the monarch butterflies will complete the
trek to Mexico, not everyone in this world will reach
heaven when they die.

That is why it is so important that we share the truth
of God’s Word with our children and with others we
meet. Christ has died for all people and has won the
victory for them. We can't travel this world alone and

our school with the con'qml]nity in this way
throughout the year.

Academic Fair — Ascension Lutheran School and
Preschool invite you all to our Academic Fair on
Friday evening, November 20, beginning at 7:00
p.m. The children’s projects will all be on display
for you to see. The preschoolers will have a class
project on display, the children in grades K-2 will
have projects involving PLANTS, the children in
grades 3-5 will have projects having to do with
WEATHER, and the children in grades 6-8 are
putting together projects on an INVENTOR. We
hope that many of you will join us for this evening
of fun and fellowship!

Entertainment Books — We have Entertainment
Books on sale for any who are interested in the
church/school office. The cost of the books this
year is $30 each. The money that is raised will be
used to aid the technology budget. We are look-
ing to purchase a portable projector for use at
school and church when needed.

Daniel Brands




The Ascension Connection

Page 7

I"#$ %"$$
. [ >
( ) * '
. y |
.
, ( 0((
1 "1 ( .,
) 12 '

&

FAITH
EXPLORERN

Sunday, November 15,
after Sunday School.

We plan to have an activity and
make a craft for a caroling gift.
We will have a potluck for
lunch. See bulletin board

for details.

Mavent g



I)'

(

)

(
0)

X

4 35

(* 2)

' 6

(

)
7% 88 99:

) 1

Aii\d U\ JUUdy U\

%
()%

%




Page 8

The Ascension Connection

Ascension Lutheran Church is a congregation ofsfians whose mission is to:

“Encourage our Family to Grow in Faith and Lead Others to Christ”
(We are a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelio#theran Synod.)

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday Worship
9:00 a.m.

Sunday School and Bible Classes

10:15 a.m.

CHURCH OFFICE

N. Martin Mielke, Pastor
Jill Fields, secretary
Deb Witte, secretary

Phone (941) 371-2978

Church Website:
www.ascensionwels.org

church@ascensionwels.org

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Kindergarten
through 8th Grade

Daniel Brands, Principal

Brooke Carbon, Teacher

Sandra O’Laire, Teacher
Susan Zabel, Teacher

Phone (941) 371-5909

Church Office Volunteers
Karen Bufe
Helene Giebel
Reta Moehling
Gail Vidakovic
Bernice Zarder

PRESCHOOL

Sherri Medico, Director
Kandi Ross, Teacher
Tina Lange, Teacher
Raji Madidi, Teacher

Laura Thorin, Teacher

Denise Mielke, Secretary

Phone (941) 377-9670
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