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UPWARDIN CHRIST, OUTWARDIN LOVE

September 2010

DEAR Brothers and Sisters in the Family of As-
cension,

With this article we continue a series of 9 articles
reviewing and refreshing for you the key goals we
together as a congregation established for ourselves
over a year ago. That Vision Document contains
our vision for ministry over the next five years, and
the written plan that will guide us as we move for-
ward in Christ. However, a ‘game plan’ doesn’t do
much good sitting on the shelf. Neither does it do
much good if the ‘players’ don’t know it!

As you recall, the nine areas of ministry under
which we have mapped out our goals are:
Adult Spiritual Growth
Worship
Outreach and Evangelism
Member Ministry
Regaining the Strayed and Straying
Youth and Family Ministry
Group Life and Fellowship
Administration, and...
Financial Stewardship

Over the course of the coming months we’ll high-
light one area of ministry each month, spelling out
the vision and goals for each one. It is our prayer
that this review will both edify and help propel us
forward in reaching our goals. To God be the

glory!

MINISTRY VISION 2015 - Regarding
Worship, God Says . ..

OAscribe to the Lord the
Bring an offering and come before him; worship
the Lord in the sp(lendor

Chronicles 16:29)

And thus we believe . . .

As central as the Sunday morning worship experi-
ence is to the life of a New Testament believer,
the Biblical concept for worship is really something
that goes far beyond the corporate gathering of
believers at the start of their week around the
Gospel in Word and Sacrament. It is the whole life
of a believer lived in faithful response to God'’s
grace in Christ Jesus. Yet the words above from |
Chronicles 16 give us clear and meaningful insight
into how God wants us to worship him, especially
when we do gather together for public worship.
They tell us to glorify God, bring our first fruits
and worship God in his perfect and loving holiness.
These words will be our priority and loving re-
sponse in our worship at Ascension.

As we gather together for the grand dialogue of
worship— in which God speaks to us in Word and
Sacrament, and we respond to God and to each
other— we will want to do so in ways that show
our love for our Savior, for our fellow members,
and for all of our guests in worship. In addition,
we will seek to provide new and flexible opportu-
nities for worship by incorporating the following
recommendations.

Our vision for Worship in the next 5 years is . . .

I. That all worship services will and must re-
main Christ-centered, by using the means of
Grace (the gospel in Word and Sacraments),
by faithfully teaching God’s Word with a clear
and solid understanding of law and gospel,

and with abundant prayer.
gl ory due hi
2. That we cgntinue a concerted effort to pro-

of hi ol 1l ness. o
(See COVER ARTICLE on page 5)
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Your prayers are much appreciated! :f&z% =3

Bl e s s i n@usconfir@and® as they take owner- 9/2 - Elvis Wieseler -Ingrao
ship of their faith and become communicant members ,
of our church family. Ask the Lord to firmly graft them 9/4 - Dick Meyers

into our ministry that we may make faithful use of their 9/6 - Nick Balde
gifts and talents. 9/8 - Shana Laughlin
Bl es s i ng sOuadllezostudenss bs éhey travel 9/10 - Mark Becker
and begin classes, both near and far. Ask the Lord to ) :
shelter them with His almighty power, to bless their I11 Desiree Batchelder
labors with diligence and success, and keep them con- 9/13 - Dave Morenz
nected to Jesus, the Vine. Give them strength to resist 9/15 - Russ Rann
temptation and to make God-pleasing decisions in eve- - Al Holl
rything, that they may bear abundant fruit to His glory. olimann
_ o 9/16 - Brooke Carbon

New Sc h o oThank®éfor éhe gracious privi- Nate Zabel
lege of another year of teaching His lambs about life - Nate Zabe
and Life eternal. Ask His grace and favor on Parents, 9/17 - Lisa Hannon
Students and Teachers, that together we may accom- 9/19 - Mikaelyn Pavlisin
plish great things for His kingdom through Christian
education. 9/20 - Janet Rodgers

: : ) 9/22 - Laura Thorin
Reorgani zat i AdgktdLorEtdbles thet 4 € )
labors of our Council, Faculty and Staff, committees 9/25 - Chris VanDeusen
and service groups as we seek to reorganize around our 9/27 - Bill Carroll
new ministry vision. Ask the Lord to move hearts to )
pick up the rope and begin pulling together with us, and 9/30 Ott_o B_Ufe _
ask the Lord to keep us all pulling in the same direction. - Gail Vidakovic

Chuc k St ®hankthera@d for the blessings,
the health and the healing so far. Ask the Lord to con-
tinue to strengthen Chuck first and foremost in faith,
then also in body as the Lord wills. May God ease any

discomfort and enable Chuck to return to his life of ser- S E P T E M B E R

vice to God and His people here at Ascension.

Donal d Co Askthedardetcéeontinue to NHVERSES
shadow Donald with His grace and healing power as he ~

recovers at home. Give renewed strength and ease his

ain da b day. Hol d efore Donds eves the cr
p y y y

his Savior for the peace and comfort that this world 9/11 -John & Julie Bartley

cannot give. Pray also for patience and energy as he T

goes through his rehab. 9/13 - Jim & Dolly Carlson

9/19 - Dick & Jo Meyers

NOTE: All of these fellow Christians appreciate 9/23 - David & Jodi Turgeon
your prayers, as well as cards, phone calls, gifts,
and visits. Thanks & God bless you!
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

FOR JUNE FOR JULY
CURRENT | |FISCAL TOTAL CURRENT | [FISCAL TOTAL
MONTH Y-T-D BUDGET MONTH Y-T-D BUDGET
Receipts Receipts
Church $ 22,750.57 $23,841.66  $286,100.00 Church $ 16,989.52 $28,839.38 $346,073.00
Other 3.16 208.33 2,500.00 Other 2.26 210.49 2,525.00
School 12,202.20 28,450.01 341,400.00 School 12,856.10 12,856.10 330,000.00
Total $ 34,955.93 $52,500.00  $630,000.00 Total $19,682.78 $44,197.13 $530,366.00
Expenses Expenses
Administration  $ 845.66 $1,283.34 $ 15,400.00 Administration $ 1,243.56 $1,345.76 $ 16,150.00
Religious Edu. 202.93 133.33 1600.00 Religious Edu. 29.70 104.02 1,250.00
Evangelism - 91.67 1100.00 Evangelism - 152.12 1,825.00
Fellowship - 83.33 1000.00 Fellowship - 54.13 650.00
SOS 400.90 50.00 600.00 SOS - 43.75 525.00
Stewardship - 2,266.67 27,200.00 Stewardship - 1,647.88 19,775.00
Elders - 133.34 1600.00 Elders - 125.00 1,500.00
Payroll/Benefits 32,337.65 38,099.98 457,200.00 Payroll/Benefits 32,724.84 30,913.76 370,966.00
Elem. School 734.08 2,483.35 29,800.00 Elem. School 1,119.61 1,839.62 22,075.00
Preschool 316.06 658.32 7,900.00 Preschool 320.87 462.39 5,550.00
Property 9,162.91 7,224.99 86,700.00 Property 6,340.57 7,508 90,100.00
Total $43,984.30 $52,508.32  $630,000.00 Total $41,779.15 $44,196.69 $ 530,366.00
Surplus/ $ (9,028.37) $(8.32) Surplus/ $ (22,096.37)  $(22,096.37)
(Deficit) (Deficit)

~ WISH LIST ITEM ~

Chur ch
The

Oof f i

Churchos

c e

Co

computer

fice is approaching 6 years of age and begin-
ning to give pastor more and more problems.
The CD ROM drive has been replaced al-

ready, and the memory (which is maxed out)
is not keeping up.

A BIG Thank You to those who have
contributed toward this already!! We
are about 1/3 to 1/2 way there!

| f youdd

i ke

to

hel

purchase of a new computer, please speak

with Pastor Mielke. THANK YOU!!

put er .
REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT G, IN

“_

T Lbbcoming LUTHERAN!

C

Thanlks to Dan

ANOTHER ESKIMO BAPTISM GONE BAPD

| 2-0E-2007
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WORLD WIDE WORK WITHIN WELS
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Phoenix AZ
through Bible classes the need for their souls
St. Thomas Lutheran Church was and have learned, sometimes for the first time,
founded in 1965, and by 1980 it member- about their Savior.
ship had reached 394. But the neighborhood
began to change and they found that they Parents are beginning to incorporate Chris-
coul dndédt communi c at|tiandiscipline in their homes and hold family | f
the community. devotions. Marriages are being strengthened an
couples who had lived in sin for years are be-
Pastor Tim Otto** was assigned as His- | [coming married and living repentant lives un-
panic outreach pastor of St Thomas and be- | |der God.
gan knocking on doors to follow up on a bi-
lingual VBS. The first Hispanic church ser- New Christians and young Christians are
vice was held in November of 1997. Many spreading the great news of salvation to their
of the people that come to their church are loved ones. They are discussing difficult topics
invited by friends and family. with their families and standing firm in the
Word God. Men al so, |by
St. Thomas is becoming known as the trolling their alcoholism and meet as needed to
place to have children baptized, get married | |counsel others with the same problem.
a.nd have a girlaos . f SubmittedbyMarkBecker]t h
birthday cel ebratio 0
family to go to church to thank God for 15
years of life and ask his blessing on the ** Pastor Otto is a closg pe
years to come. - the two roomed together their first year at the seminary!
They are required to take 1-4 Bible
classes, depending on what kind of service
they are having, so they can learn what the
Bible teaches about this occasion in thei.r Chrlst s Love, Our Calling.
lives. They are then encouraged to remain
active in the church as they have seen
What IS R.I.T.F. ??? RESOURCE
Resource | mprovement Task Force
A newly formed taWhkoderclkejective is toée
1 raise congregational awareness of the depth of Godods
1 define opportunities for increased member participation and,
1 toincrease resources, both within and outside the church, focused on the mission to lead others

to Christ.
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4. That we continue to provide frequent chil-

(COVER ARTICLE Continued from page 1)

vide a positive and welcoming worship experi-
ence for every guest and worshiper, especially
those who are visiting for the first time. (To

this end, the Resource Improvement Task Forc
RITF, is currently developing a visitor survey to
gain fresh insight on the worship experience frc

firsttime visitors.)

That we reestablish the worship planning
team, which will in turn...
Work with the pastor to preserve the pre-
dominance of the gospel in every service.
Seek to provide more variety in our worship
services, while maintaining those tradi-
tional elements of worship that have
proven beneficial and edifying in the past.
Seek to preserve the traditional worship
forms, but also to incorporate elements

participation by all.

That we will seek to provide more worship
opportunities such as a weekday service. This
new weekday service or additional weekend
service may use a traditional worship form, a
blended worship form (a blend of traditional
and contemporary), or a contemporary form.

These are the goals and guidelines under
which we hope to refine and refocus our worship
ministry efforts over the next five years. We can-
not accomplish this effort without the helping hands
and faithful labors of our fellow believers here at
Ascension. We welcome your ideas, comments,
questions, and suggestions!

God bless your month,
Pastor Mielke

of contemporary worship (“blended
worship”).

Seek to incorporate the arts where appro-
priate and edifying to the church.

Research the use of visual aids and elec-
tronic multimedia systems to increase
learning during our service where appro-
priate and beneficial.

Research and discover existing worship
forms that prove edifying for our mem-
bers, such as the order of Compline, the
style of Taizéand other forms and or-
ders.

Encourage our music directors to provide
upbeat, reverent and joyful music for the
youth and adult choirs that would serve
to augment our traditional, blended and/
or contemporary worship services.

Study the feasibility and potentiality of add-
ing Hispanic or other ethnic services.

dren’s messages and have qualified members
assist at least | Sunday per month.

That we continue providing large print bulle-
tins and hymnals. In addition, we recommend
printing the entire service in the bulletin to aid

il Eiole Gless & O [{ieloif

i

YOUR WORD IS A LAMP TO MY FEET
...AND A LIGHT FOR MY PATH ex t1s:105

Time: 10:15 AM
Date: 09/12/09
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From

the Principal

Welcome Back!

School has officially begun. We are eight
days into the new school year. We welcomed
28 students into kindergarten through eighth
grade. We welcome each and every one of our
students and pray f
ance in their lives. May God bless the time
that we all have together so that each of these
little ones is brought closer to their Savior
through daily study of His Word.

We are welcoming the school and pre-
school families back this evening, August 27,
with an ice cream social event in the fellow-
ship hal/l We do th
lowship, get to know the new families, and en-
joy some cool treats on a hot night. We look
forward to a fun-filled event.

I would like to share with you several
events in the future that you are all welcome
to attend. We will be having three Family
Movie Nights throughout the year. These
events will take place in the fellowship hall on
Saturday evenings beginning at 5:00 p.m. We
start out with a family dinner and then get the
movie going at 5:45. We will be having sev-
eral School Open Houses during the year; two
of the dates and times have been set. Other
open houses will be determined based on what
we find to be good times to run them. Kinder-
garten Roundup will be moving up this year.
We will be running this special event before
Christmas to addres
earlier than in past years.

(0]

wn
Eﬂﬂfﬂfﬂffﬂfﬂfﬂﬂfﬂfﬂffﬁ

Below you will find the dates for each of
these events. We welcome you to any or all
of the events!

9/11
11/13
2/12

l:O/é nt 3078%m
1121 11:30 AM- 2PM

Family Movie
Nights

5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
(OPeFHUgED s

ui

Qo

11/30 8:30-10:30 a.m.
or

6:00-7:00 p.m.

Kindergarten
Roundup

Finally, we are beginning a new sport as
the students are welcomed back to school -
Cro S Country The children in 5th-8th
grade ate able to'ruf oh a school team tﬁa%
will compete against about ten other schools
in a two mile race. These 5-6 meets will
take place in October and November. Watch
for the schedul e i
and come on out to cheer your Ascension
Eagles on. This will be a wonderful expo-
sure to running for the children who choose
to participate. Talk to you next month!

FAITH
EXPLORERN

e

Fall Kick-off Event

Friday, October 8, 2010

6:30 p.m. at church

entso6 school
rd to 7th graders are invited.

See Faith Explo
Il ss Ob6Laire
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LIFE lJ\[K 55«:&1;1.\1\(;

Ascension Lutheran Church is host-
ing a Life Line Screening for the com-
munity on Wednesday, October 20th.
They will perform ultrasound tests for
stroke/carotid artery blockage, abdomi-
nal aortic aneurysm, peripheral arterial
disease and osteoporosis risk. These
non-invasive screenings are completely
painless, take about 10 minutes each
and are affordable. A new test is avail-
able for Atrial Fibrillation (irregular
heartbeat). Screenings are recom-
mended for anyone age 50 and older.
Life Line Screening now offers 3 simple
finger-stick blood tests to identify risk
factors for heart disease, diabetes and
liver enzymes. Space is limited and pre
-registration is required by calling 800-
324-1851. Appointments are filling fast,
make your appointment todayi it just
may save your life.

Volleyball
Returns!

We will begin
playing volleyball again on
September 18 for all who are
high school age and older.
Play begins at 9 AM on the
back property of church.
After September 18th we will
continue playing on the 1st and
3rd Saturdays of each month.
Come and join us for a fun,

great workout!
**Donot f :
bring plenty of water!
Hope to see you

3343434383434343434343434343 3

The Choir needs you!

The new choir season begins
with a one-hour rehearsal
starting in late September

(exact date to be announced)

Please join us in making a
joyful noise to the Lord!

W3dIdII3d3dII3I3II8IIIIN
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[Teen Group Newg
Pool Party
&

Annual Planning!
9/26 ~ Noor3:00 PM

SC CZY SI wWbYY.:

Get signed up on the sheet in

CzY WbYYQVYDWAF
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Ascension Lutheran Church is a congregation of Christians whose mission is to:

AEncourage our Family to Grow in
(We are a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.)

WORSHIP SCHEDULE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRESCHOOL

Sunday Worship
9:00 a.m.

Sherri Medico, Director
Tina Lange, Teacher
Raji Madidi, Teacher

Denise Mielke, Secretary

Kindergarten
through 8th Grade

Sunday School and Bible Classes
10:15 a.m.

CHURCH OFFICE

N. Martin Mielke, Pastor
Stephanie Brands, secretary
Deb Witte, secretary

Daniel Brands, Principal
Brooke Carbon, Teacher

Sandra OO6Lair Phone(941)377-9670

Phone (941) 371-5909

Church Office Volunteers
Reta Moehling
Gail Vidakovic
Joyce Yake
Bernice Zarder

Phone (941) 371-2978

Church Website:
www.ascensionwels .org

church@ascensionwels.org

The Ascension Connection
Ascension Lutheran Church & School
800Mclntosh Road

Sarasota, FL 34232503

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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